
SRI LANKAN KANDY PERIOD HEAVY BRONZE OF THE BUDDHA SHAKYAMUNI
A GILDED SRI LANKAN KANDY PERIOD HEAVY BRONZE OF THE BUDDHA SHAKYAMUNI

LEFT HAND, FOREARM AND THE FEET NOW LOST
18TH CENTURY

SIZE: 23.5CM HIGH – 9¼ INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

THE BUDDHIST FAITH WITNESSED A REVIVAL DURING THE 18TH CENTURY IN SRI LANKA UNDER THE REIGN OF KIRTI SRI
RAJASIMHA (1747-82) DURING WHICH TIME BOTH BRONZE AND IVORY IMAGES OF THE BUDDHA SHAKYAMUNI WERE MADE

TO SATISFY AN INCREASING DEMAND. THE RIGID STANCE AND SOLID BODY MASS OF THIS FIGURE CONTINUES THE
TRADITIONAL CONSERVATIVE SRI LANKAN IMAGE OF THE BUDDHA, BUT A PARTICULAR ELEMENT OF KANDYAN

SCULPTURAL REPRESENTATIONS IS THE RIPPLING DESIGN OF THE ROBE. THE DENSE UNDULATING DIAGONALS GIVE
THE IMPRESSION OF FALLING WATER AND CONSIDERABLY ENHANCE THE GARMENTS SENSE OF VOLUME AND RELAY THE

IMPRESSION OF A TRANSIENT FLOATING IMAGE.

 


