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A SUPERB NAPOLEONIC FRENCH PRISONER OF WAR FINELY CARVED AND DETAILED SCALE MODEL OF A 124 GUN FIRST
RATE SHIP OF THE LINE 

WITH STANDING AND RUNNING HAIR RIGGING ABOVE A PLANKED AND PINNED DECK, HORN GUNWALES, TURNED BRASS
CANNON FINELY CARVED QUARTER AND STERN GALLERIES, THE CARVED FIGUREHEAD A ROMAN CENTURION, SYMBOLIC

OF THE GOD MARS. THE ARCHED CURVED AND GALLERIED TRANSOM DECORATED WITH CARVED ANGELS, THE
WINDOWS DRESSED WITH GILT FOIL 

CONTEMPORARY PAINTED POLYCHROME DECORATION TO THE MIZZEN, MAIN AND FORE TOP, NUMEROUS CARVED
FITTINGS INCLUDING CAPSTAN, WATER BARRELS, THREE LONG BOATS COMPLETE WITH OARS, TWO BONE AND BRASS

ANCHORS AND A PAINTED UNION JACK 
THE WHOLE MOUNTED ON AN ORIGINAL GALLERIED CARVED BONE AND PINEWOOD BASE COMPLETE WITH AN ATTACHED

BONE 10-INCH SCALE RULE
EXCELLENT CONDITION, CONTAINED IN A LATER MAHOGANY AND GLASS DISPLAY CASE

CIRCA 1810- 1815
SIZE: 35CM HIGH, 46.5CM LONG, 13CM DEEP – 13¾ INS HIGH, 18¼ INS LONG, 5 INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

THERE IS A DESCRIPTION OF THE NAPOLEONIC PRISON ARTISTS AT WORK BY AN AMERICAN PRISONER OF WAR, GEORGE
LITTLEÂ€¦ ‘THE FRENCH’, HE WRITES ‘BROUGHT THEMSELVES SYSTEMATICALLY TO SOME PURSUIT; THEY

MANUFACTURED A VARIETY OF ARTICLES SUCH AS BONE WORK OF VARIOUS DESCRIPTIONS, INSTRUMENTS OF MUSIC,
MINIATURE SHIPS AND STRAW PLAIT FOR BONNETS, WHICH WERE BOUGHT UP BY THE COUNTRY PEOPLE OR

EXCHANGED FOR THEIR PRODUCE.’ CONSIDERABLE REWARDS SEEMED TO AWAIT THE SUCCESSFUL BONE WORKER.
LITTLE GOES ON ‘THESE FRENCH PRISONERS HAD BECOME SO THOROUGHLY RECONCILED TO THEIR SITUATION (SOME
OF THEM HAVING BEEN HERE SIX AND EIGHT YEARS) THAT THEIR MINDS APPEARED TO BE WHOLLY OCCUPIED WITH GAIN.

I KNEW MANY OF THEM, WHO, WHEN PEACE WAS EFFECTED BETWEEN FRANCE AND ENGLAND HAVE SAVED FROM ONE
TO TWO THOUSAND GUINEAS AND THERE WERE SOME WHO DID NOT ACTUALLY WISH TO LEAVE THE PRISON’.

 


