
EXCEPTIONAL AFRICAN KONGO PEOPLES (DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO) FINELY CARVED IVORY SCEPTRE
AN EXCEPTIONAL AFRICAN KONGO PEOPLES (DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO) FINELY CARVED IVORY SCEPTRE WITH

A FLUTED BASE AND WITH A LATER COLONIAL SILVER MOUNT
OLD SILKY SMOOTH DARK PATINA

18TH CENTURY/EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 33.5CM LONG – 13¼ INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

THE ALL OVER PATTERN CARVED ON THIS SCEPTRE OF INTERSECTING LOZENGE SHAPES FILLED IN WITH SMALLER
GEOMETRIC VARIATIONS ARE FOUND IN MANY FORMS OF KONGO DECORATIVE ART SUCH AS WOOD CARVINGS AND THE

RAFFIA CLOTH TEXTILES WHICH THE KUBA EXCELLED AT PRODUCING.
THESE KONGO WORKS OF ART FROM THE HEART OF AFRICA FORM ONE OF THE MOST COMPLETE, VARIED AND

INTERESTING GROUPS OF EARLY AFRICAN ARTEFACTS WHOSE ARRIVAL IN EUROPE CAN OFTEN BE DATED. THE
PERFECTION OF THE GEOMETRIC DECORATION WHICH EMBELLISHES THESE OBJECTS DEMONSTRATES THE

SOPHISTICATED LEVEL OF CULTURE WHICH PERMEATED KONGO SOCIETY AT THE TIME WHEN EUROPEAN MISSIONARIES,
EXPLORERS AND TRADERS FIRST MADE CONTACT WITH IT, AND WHICH PROBABLY EXISTED MUCH EARLIER.

 


