
KISI OYO STATE YORUBA PEOPLES NIGERIA CARVED WOODEN IBEJI MALE TWIN FIGURE
A FINE KISI OYO STATE YORUBA PEOPLES NIGERIA CARVED WOODEN IBEJI MALE TWIN FIGURE

THE CRESTED COIFFURE STAINED WITH RECKITTS BLUE. HIS FACE AND BODY POLISHED FROM LIBATIONS WITH TUKULA
POWDER WEARING TWO NECKLACES OF COLOURED GLASS BEADS 

A LABEL TO THE BASE READING: ‘OYO IBEJI’
19TH / EARLY 20TH CENTURY 

SIZE: 27CM HIGH – 10½ INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

THE YORUBA WOMEN OF WEST AFRICA ARE FOUR TIMES MORE LIKELY TO GIVE BIRTH TO TWINS THAN WOMEN
ANYWHERE ELSE IN THE WORLD. SUBJECT TO A MUCH HIGHER RATE OF MORTALITY THE TWIN FIGURES OR ‘IBEJI’

MEANING ‘BORN TWO’, WERE CARVED AS IMAGES AND SPIRITUAL REPLACEMENTS OF THE TWINS WHO DIED. THE IMAGES,
CARVED BY COMMISSIONED VILLAGE SCULPTORS, WERE PLACED IN THE LIVING AREA OF THE HOUSE, ‘FED’ OFFERINGS
OF PALM OIL AND BEANS AND WERE WASHED AND DRESSED REGULARLY. THEIR BODIES WERE RUBBED ALL OVER WITH
RED CAMWOOD PASTE BELIEVED TO HAVE HEALING PROPERTIES AND MAGICAL POWERS. THEIR COMPLEX HAIRSTYLES

WERE PAINTED WITH INDIGO DYE AND WASHING BLUE, KNOWN AS ‘RECKITTS BLUE’ AND MUCH USED IN THE 19TH
CENTURY AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY TO WHITEN CLOTHES IN THE WEEKLY WASH. THESE SMALL SCULPTURES, MOSTLY
CARVED BETWEEN 1850 AND 1950 HAVE BECOME THE BEST KNOWN AND MOST LOVED OF ALL AFRICAN ART IN EUROPE

AND AMERICA.

 


