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WEST AFRICAN IVORY COAST BAULE CARVED WOOD MALE SHRINE AGURE

AWEST AFRICAN IMORY COAST BAULE CARVED WOOD MALE SHRINE FIGURE
CREATED FOR USE AS APROTECTIVE SPIRIT SPOUSE
OLD SMOOTH SILKY BLACKENED PATINA
19TH— EARLY 20TH CENTURY
SIZE: 33CMHIGH — 13 INS HIGH

LITERATURE

THE HUMAN FIGURE IS THE MOST COMMON DECORATIVE MOTIF IN BAULE AND OTHER AFRICAN ART BECAUSE HUMANS
ARE REGARDED AS THE MOST INTERESTING THING IN THE WORLD. THESE BAULE CARVINGS DEPICT APHYSICAL AND
MORAL IDEAL; THEY ARE UPSTANDING, COMPOSED, THEIR EYES SHOW AN INTELLIGENT AND RESPECTFUL PRESENCE IN
SOCIETY AND THEIR BEAUTIFUL COIFFURES DEMONSTRATE ADESIRE TO PLEASE. THEIR CLEAN HEALTHY SKIN AND
ROUNDED MUSCLES SHOW THAT THEY CAN WORK SUCCESSFULLY PRODUCING FOOD AND CRAFTING THE OBJECTS
NEEDED BY THEIR COMMUNITY. AT EASE IN THE WORLD THEIR FLEXED LEGS SHOW COMPRESSED ENERGY AND THE
TENSION OF ALERTNESS.

EACH SPIRIT SPOUSE STATUE IS DIFFERENT TO REFLECT THE UNIQUE CHARACTER OF THE INDIVIDUAL SPIRIT, BUT ALL
OF THEMHAVE SMOOTH, UNENCRUSTED BODIES REPRESENTING THE BAULE IDEAL. SPIRIT SPOUSES ARE PHYSICALLY,
SOCIALLY AND ECONOMICALLY SUPERIOR GIVING THEIR HUMAN PARTNER MONEY AS WELL AS SUCCESS AND
HAPPINESS. THE SHRINE AND SCULPTURE FOR ASPIRIT SPOUSE AS WITH MOST PERSONAL SHRINES IN NORMALLY
HIDDEN ALTHOUGH BAULE PEOPLE OPENLY ADMT TO HAVING ASPIRIT SPOUSE. UNLIKE AN EXTRAVARITAL
RELATIONSHIP IT IS SANCTIONED BY BOTH PARENTS AND DIVINERS AND INVOLVES SUBSTANTIAL FORMALLY
RECOGNISED RECIPROCAL OBLIGATIONS JUST LIKE THOSE BETWEEN HUSBAND AND WIFE. SPIRIT SPOUSES ARE
CALLED ‘WULA WHICH MEANS ‘RIVAL” AND IS THE BAULE WORD THAT THE TWO WIVES OF ONE MAN USE FOR EACH
OTHER DESCRIBING ARELATIONSHIP OF CONTROLLED COMPETITION.






