Finch & C°

CHINESE ROOT CARVING OF ‘DAMO’

AN UNUSUAL CHINESE ROOT CARVING OF ‘DAMO
BLACK STAINED ROOT WOQOD, THE BASE NOW MISSING
AN OLD LABEL IMPRESSED WITH ‘CASTER DISTRICT COUNCIL’ AN INK INSCRIPTION WITH 1420 AND THE DATE 18 A€} 1928
LATE 18TH — EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 27.5CMHIGH — 10%INS HIGH

LITERATURE

OFTEN MISTAKEN FOR ALUOHAN, BODHIDHARMA IS KNOWN IN CHINESE AS DAMO. HE IS DOCUMENTED AS THE FIRST
PATRIARCH OF CHAN BUDDHISM, WHICH IS BETTER KNOWN BY ITS JAPANESE NAVE OF ZEN. DAMO, SHORTENED FROM
PUDIDAMO, WAS AN INDIAN BUDDHIST MONK WHO ARRIVED IN SOUTH CHINABY SEAAROUND 520 AD. SHORTLY AFTER

HE HAD AN AUDIENCE WITH EMPEROR WU DI OF THE LIANG DYNASTY WHOMHE OFFENDED BY DISCOURSING ON THE

PATH TO TRUE ENLIGHTENMENT, AND INDICATING HOW FAR THE EMPEROR WAS FROM THAT PATH. HE THEN TRAVELLED
NORTH CROSSING THE YAUGZI RIVER TO FOUND HIS OWN SECT AND THE SHAOLIN TEMPLE NEAR MOUNT SONG IN
HENAN PROVINCE WHERE HE TAUGHT THAT SUDDEN ENLIGHTENMENT IS ACHIEVED THROUGH ‘CHAN’ OR MEDITATION.
LEGENDS ABOUT DAMO ARE CLOSELY RELATED TO THE WAY HE IS DEPICTED. HE IS SAID TO HAVE MEDITATED WITH
INTENSE CONCENTRATION FOR 9 YEARS WHILE FACING AWALL OF ACAVE NEAR THE SHACLIN TEMPLE HE FOUNDED,
AND AFTER HE DIED IN LUOYANG IN 536 AD. AMONUMENT WAS ERECTED TO HIS MEMORY THERE. HE IS OFTEN
PORTRAYED WITH ALARGE FOREHEAD AND INTENSELY BULGING EYES SYMBOLISING HIS CONCENTRATION, WISDOM,
SOBERNESS AND DEDICATION. HE STANDS FLOATING WITH HIS ARMS COVERED BY ROBES AND HIS PIERCING EYES
STARING INTENTLY.



