
AFRICAN SOMALI BONI PEOPLES WOOD SPOON
AN AFRICAN SOMALI BONI PEOPLES WOOD SPOON 

FINELY CARVED WITH INTRICATE GEOMETRIC PATTERNS. THE REVERSE OF THE BOWL WITH A DATE INSCRIBED IN INK
10.2.17

EARLY 20TH CENTURY
SIZE: 21CM LONG – 8¼ INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

MEALS IN TRADITIONAL AFRICAN CULTURES ARE GENERALLY EATEN WITH THE FINGERS OF THE RIGHT HAND. IN 1827
RENÉ CAILLIÉ WROTE OF THE MANDEÂ€¦ ‘I SAW A LARGE CALABASH FILLED WITH BOILED RICE, ON TOP OF WHICH A

RATHER LARGE QUANTITY OF MEAT HAD BEEN ADDED. WE SAT AROUND IT AND EACH ATE OUT OF IT WITH THE HAND AS
WAS THE CUSTOM’.

ALTHOUGH MANY SPOONS OFTEN DECORATED WITH FINE CARVINGS ARE FOUND IN AFRICA THEIR USE IS CEREMONIAL
OR CONFINED TO SPECIFIC SITUATIONS AND THEY ARE NOT PUT TO THE EVERYDAY USE TO WHICH THE WESTERN

WORLD IS ACCUSTOMED. IN AFRICA THEY ARE OFTEN IMPLEMENTS OF HOSPITALITY THAT MAKE PRIVATELY PREPARED
FOOD A PUBLIC EVENT. LADLES OF THIS TYPE ARE USED BY THE BONI OF SOMALIA FOR SERVING ROASTED COFFEE

BEANS.

 


