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REGENCY BRONZE LIBRARY BUST OF THE DUKE OF YORK AND ALBANY STYLED AS A ROMAN EMPEROR

AN ENGLISH REGENCY BRONZE LIBRARY BUST OF THE DUKE OF YORK AND ALBANY STYLED AS AROMAN EMPEROR
THE REVERSE OF THE SHOULDERS INSCRIBED: ‘PUBLISHED BY T. HAMLET JAN 1823’ AND TO THE PEDESTAL FRONT ‘HIS
ROYAL HIGHNESS THE DUKE OF YORK’

CIRCA1823
SIZE: 28.5CMHIGH - 1174 INS HIGH

LITERATURE

THE PRINCE FREDERICK, DUKE OF YORK AND ALBANY WAS BORN AT ST. JAVES'S PALACE ON AUGUST 16TH 1763 AS
FREDERICK AUGUSTUS, THE SECOND AND MOST FAVOURITE SON OF KING GEORGE Ill. FROM 1820 UNTIL HIS DEATH IN
1827, HE WAS THE HEIR PRESUMPTIVE TO HIS ELDER BROTHER KING GEORGE IV BOTH TO GREAT BRITAIN AND THE
KINGDOM OF HANOVER.

ALTHOUGH HE WAS ALWAYS HIS FATHERS FAVOURITE HE REMAINED IN THE SHADOW OF HIS FLAVBOYANT AND
EXTROVERT ELDER BROTHER GEORGE, ESPECIALLY AFTER HE BECAVE PRINCE REGENT DUE TO THE ILLNESS AND
MENTAL INCAPACITY OF THEIR FATHER. HOWEVER, THE TWO BROTHERS SHARED AWARMRELATIONSHIP AND HAD MANY
INTERESTS IN COMMON AND THEY BOTH ENJOYED INDULGING THEIR PHYSICAL DESIRES AND PASSIONS TO THE FULL. IN
LATER LIFE THE DUKE OF YORK WAS PERPETUALLY IN DEBT DUE TO HIS EXCESSIVE GAVBLING AT THE TABLES AND AT
THE RACECOURSE.

HOWEVER, THE DUKE OF YORK WAS APIONEER IN REFORMING THE STRUCTURE AND TRAINING OF THE BRITISH ARMY.
AS AN INEXPERIENCED YOUNG OFFICER HE WAS “THROVWWN IN AT THE DEEP END’ AND APPOINTED COMMANDER IN CHIEF
OF THE ARMYIN 1795. HE THEN SUFFERED AHUMLIATING DEFEAT AT THE HANDS OF THE FRENCH IN THE LOW
COUNTRIES, MOSTLY DUE TO THE LAVENTABLE STATE OF THE BRITISH ARMY AND IN PART TO HIS OWN LACK OF COVBAT
EXPERIENCE. HE WENT ON TO REORGANISE THE NATION'S FORCES PUTTING IN PLACE ADMNISTRATIVE REFORMS AND
FOUNDING THE MILITARY COLLEGE SANDHURST WHICH PROMOTED THE PROFESSIONAL MERIT BASED TRAINING OF



COMMSSIONED OFFICERS. IT WAS THESE REFORMS WHICH CONTRIBUTED TO BRITAIN'S SUBSEQUENT SUCCESSES IN
THE NAPOLEONIC WARS, CULMINATING IN THE ICTORY OVER NAPOLEON AT THE BATTLE OF WATERLOO. AS
COMVANDER IN CHIEF OF THE ARMY THE DUKE OF YORK WAS AIDED BY THE GREAT MLITARY GENIUS OF THE DUKE OF
WELLINGTON WHO EVENTUALLY SUCCEEDED HIMAS COMVANDER IN CHIEF OF THE BRITISH ARMY.



