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GEORGIAN I[VORY AND GOLD MOUNTED BOAT SHAPED TOOTH PICK BOX

AFINE GEORGIAN IVORY AND GOLD MOUNTED BOAT SHAPED TOOTH PICK BOX
THE LID INSET WITH AGLASS PASTE ‘TASSIE' PORTRAIT BUST OF THE FAMOUS ACTRESS SARAH SIDDONS (1755-1831)
MOUNTED ON ABLUE GLASS GROUND THE INSIDE LINED WITH THE ORIGINAL RED VELVET
LATE 18TH CENTURY
SIZE: 10CMWIDE, 3.5CMDEEP, 2CMHIGH — 4 INS WIDE, 1A.. * INS DEEP, % INS HIGH

LITERATURE

JAVES TASSIE (1735-99) WAS ASCOTTISH WAXPORTRAITIST AT FIRST EMPLOYED BY WEDGWOOD AND WHO LATER
BECANME FAMOUS FOR HIS GLASS PASTES, WHICH HE CAST ‘IN COLOURED PASTES, WHITE ENAVEL AND SULPHUR'. THE
WHITE PASTE HE PRODUCED RESEMBLED PORCELAIN AND WAS MADE FROM FINELY POWDERED GLASS ANTICIPATING

THE ‘PATE DE VERRE' PROCESS BY ONE HUNDRED YEARS. THE SUBSTANCE WAS FORMED IN PLASTER OF PARIS
MOULDS, WHICH HAD BEEN TAKEN FROM THE ORIGINAL SULPHIDES OR WAXMODELS. TASSIE PRODUCED AROUND 500
PORTRAITS MANY OF THEMMODELLED FROMLIFE AND SOVE OF WHICH WERE SUPPLIED TO WEDGWOOD WHOSE
‘ORNAVENTAL CATALOGUE’ OF 1787 LISTS APORTRAIT OF MRS. SARAH SIDDONS.

THE WELSH TRAGIC ACTRESS SARAH SIDDONS WAS THE DAUGHTER OF ACTOR-MANAGER ROGER KEMBLE AND HIS
ACTRESS WIFE SARAH AND SHE STARTED ACTING AS ACHILD IN HER PARENTS COMPANY. GARRICK RECRUITED HER
FOR DRURY LANE IN 1775, BUT HER PERFORMANCES WERE NOT LIKED AND ATTRACTED DERISION. SHE RESUMED
TOURING THE PROVINCES AND GAINED AHUGE REPUTATION AND RETURNED TO DRURY LANE IN 1782 TO GREAT
ACCLAIM SHE THEN APPEARED IN LONDON EVERY YEAR UNTIL SHE RETIRED IN 1812. HER MAJESTIC PRESENCE MADE
HER SUITED TO TRAGIC AND HEROIC ROLES SUCH AS LADY MACBETH WHICH SHE FIRST PLAYED 1785. HER
INTERPRETATION OF THE ROLE, IN PARTICULAR THE SLEEPWALKING SCENE WAS FOLLOWED FOR GENERATIONS.



