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SOUTHWEST NATIVE AMERICAN PIMA ALAT BOWL SHAPED BASKET

AFINE SOUTH WEST NATIVE AVERICAN PIMA FLAT BOWL SHAPED BASKET
DECORATED WITH THIRTEEN ABSTRACT LIFE FORMS
WILLOW AND DEMLS CLAW
19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 31CMDIA — 1274 INS DIA

LITERATURE

THE PIMAARE GENERALLY BELIEVED TO BE DESCENDANTS OF THE IMPORTANT PREHISTORIC CULTURE KNOWN AS THE
HOHOKAMWHICH PRODUCED VILLAGES WITH BALL COURTS AND EXTENSIVE IRRIGATION SYSTEMS THAT SUSTAINED
THEIR AGRICULTURE IN ADESERT ENVIRONMENT. THE PIMAS CALL THEMSELVES ‘AKIMAL O'OHDAM MEANING RIVER

PEOPLE TO DISTINGUISH THEMSELVES FROM THE PAPAGO, THE “TONOHO O'OHDAM, OR DESERT PEOPLE. THE PAPAGO

LAND IS ASANDY RUGGED AND NEARLY WATERLESS DESERT. THE NORTHERN PIMAS WHO LIVED ALONG THE GILARIVER

VALLEY NEAR PHOENIX HAD THE BEST CONDITIONS AS THEY HAD BEEN ABLE TO DRAW UPON THE PERMANENT FLOW OF

THE RIVER FOR THEIR CROPS UNTIL THE WHITE SETTLERS AND THE ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS DIVERTED & PILLAGED

THE WATER SO THAT PIMAAGRICULTURE BECAVE IMPOSSIBLE
THE EARLY PIMAS WHO LIVED ALONG THE RIVERS HAD EASY ACCESS TO BASKET MAKING MATERIALS SUCH AS WILLOW,
CATTAILS AND THE HOOKED SEEDPODS OF DEVILS CLAW. IN THE 19TH CENTURY THE PIMAS OF SOUTH WESTERN
ARIZONAUSED BASKETS TO TRANSPORT EVERYTHING FROM CACTUS FRUITS TO HOUSEHOLD IMPLEMENTS. BECAUSE
THEY WERE PRACTICALLY IMPERMIOUS THEY WERE USED AS SINKS FOR WASHING AND TO BREW AND HOLD SAGUARO
CACTUS FRUIT WINE FOR ANNUAL RITUAL EVENTS. THE PIMAUSED THEIR BASKETS TO MXDOUGH FOR TORTILLAS,
PREPARE PIMOLE AND TO PARCH AND WINNOW WHEAT AND GRASS SEEDS. THE PIMABASKET WAS AN ESSENTIAL PART
OF EVERYDAY FAMLY AND VILLAGE LIFE.



