
MOGUL INDIAN IVORY PEN OR PAINT BOX OF RECTANGULAR FORM
A MOGUL INDIAN IVORY PEN OR PAINT BOX OF RECTANGULAR FORM 

PROBABLY GUJARAT
TRACES OF PINK, BLUE AND GREEN PIGMENTS TO THE INTERIOR ONCE COMPARTMENTALISED, THE MOUNTS NOW LOST

AGED SMOOTH AND MELLOW PATINA, IVORY AND METAL PINS 
EARLY 17TH CENTURY

SIZE: 24CM WIDE, 9.5CM DEEP, 6CM HIGH – 9½ INS WIDE, 3¾ INS DEEP, 2½ INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

THE ARTS OF THE BOOK, ESPECIALLY ILLUMINATION, PAINTING AND CALLIGRAPHY ARE GENERALLY CONSIDERED TO BE
THE MOST IMPORTANT ARTS IN ANY MUSLIM CULTURE AND MUGHAL INDIA WAS NO EXCEPTION. MOST MINIATURE
PAINTERS WERE ALSO, OR HAD BEEN, CALLIGRAPHERS AND PEN OR PAINT BOXES CONTAINING REED PENS, INK

SPOONS, BRUSHES, PAINT PIGMENTS, RULERS AND KNIVES WERE MADE IN IVORY, WOOD OR METAL TO SATISFY THE
DEMAND FROM ARTISTS AND SCRIBES WORKING FOR THE MUGHAL COURT. ANALOGOUS IN FUNCTION TO THE PAINTING

OF ICONS IN THE EASTERN CHURCH, THE ART OF ILLUMINATION IN MUGHAL INDIA DIRECTLY REVEALED THE DIVINE
WORD.

 


