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ROYAL MEMORIAL MINIATURE OF DISRAELI THE EARL OF BEACONSHELD

ARARE ROYAL MEMORIAL MINIATURE OF DISRAELI THE EARL OF BEACONSFIELD
THE FINE PHOTOGRAVURE ON PORCELAIN SET BELOWWTH ALOCK OF HIS HAIR CONTAINED IN A ORMOLU MOUNTED
EASEL FRAVE
INSCRIBED TO THE REVERSE: ‘GIVEN BY HER MAJESTY QUEEN VICTORIATO ISCOUNT BARRINGTON AT WINDSOR
CASTLE 17TH MAY 1881. IN MEMORY OF THE DEAR EARL OF BEACONSFIELD BORN DECEMBER 21ST 1804 DIED APRIL
19TH 18871’
CIRCA 1881
SIZE: 8.5CMHIGH, 7.5CMWIDE, 1.5CMDEEP — 3”4 INS HIGH, 3 INS WIDE, %2 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

THE 7TH ISCOUNT BARRINGTON WAS VICE CHAVBERLAIN OF THE HOUSEHOLD IN THE CONSERVATIVE ADMNISTRATION
OF BENJAMIN DISRAELI. APOST HE HELD UNTIL THE GOVERNMENT WAS DEFEATED IN THE 1880 GENERAL ELECTION.
BENJAMIN DISRAELI WAS BORN IN 1804 AND WAS ABRITISH PRIME MINISTER, APARLIAVENTARIAN, A CONSERVATIVE
STATESMAN AND AWELL-KNOWN LITERARY AND SOCIAL FIGURE. HE SERVED IN GOVERNMENT FOR 30 YEARS, TWICE AS
PRIME MINISTER AND PLAYED AN INSTRUMENTAL ROLE IN THE CREATION OF THE MODERN CONSERVATIVE PARTY AFTER
THE CORN LAW SCHISM OF 1846. HIS RELATIONS WERE OFTEN STRAINED WITH OTHER LEADING FIGURES IN THE PARTY
AND FROM 1852 HIS CAREER WAS MARKED BY HIS INTENSE RIVALRY WITH WILLIAM GLADSTONE WHO ROSE TO BECOME
LEADER OF THE LIBERAL PARTY. IN THIS FEUD DISRAELI WAS AIDED BY HIS WARMRELATIONSHIP WITH QUEEN VICTORIA
WHO CAVE TO DETEST GLADSTONE DURING HIS PREMERSHIP IN THE 1870S.

ALTHOUGH ATEENAGE CONVERT TO ANGLICANISMAFTER HIS FATHER QUARRELLED WITH THE LOCAL SYNAGOGUE, HE
WAS THE FIRST AND ONLY BRITISH PRIME MINISTER OF JEWISH HERITAGE, AND IT WAS NOT UNTIL 1857 THAT JEWS WERE
ALLOWED TO SIT IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS. IT HAS BEEN SAID OF DISRAELI THAT HIS JEWISHNESS WAS ‘BOTH THE
GREATEST OBSTACLE TO HIS AVBITIONS AND ITS GREATEST ENGINE’ (ADAMKIRSCH: DISRAELI)



HE WAS ALEADING PROPONENT OF THE ‘GREAT GAVE’, AND IN 1876 INTRODUCED THE IMPERIAL TITLES ACT WHICH
CREATED QUEEN VICTORIA‘EMPRESS OF INDIA PUTTING HER ON THE SAVE LEVEL AS THE RUSSIAN TSAR. IN HIS
PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE QUEEN HE PROPOSEDAE! ‘TO CLEAR CENTRAL ASIA OF MUSCOMTES AND DRIVE
THEMINTO THE CASPIAN.” IN ORDER TO CONTAIN RUSSIA'S INFLUENCE HE LAUNCHED AN INVASION OF AFGHANISTAN
AND SIGNED THE CYPRUS CONVENTION WITH TURKEY WHEREBY THE STRATEGICALLY PLACED ISLAND WAS HANDED
OVER TOBRITISH.

IN 1876 DISRAELI WAS RAISED TO THE PEERAGE AS THE EARL OF BEACONSFIELD AFTER NEARLY FOUR DECADES IN THE
HOUSE OF COMMONS. HE WAS EXCEPTIONAL AMONG BRITISH PRIME MINISTERS FOR HAVING GAINED EQUAL SOCIAL AND
POLITICAL RENOVWN.



