
THREE TURKISH OTTOMAN SHERBET SPOONS
THREE TURKISH OTTOMAN SHERBET SPOONS 

EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 24CM LONG, 22.5CM LONG AND 24.5CM LONG 

9½ INS LONG, 8¾ INS LONG AND 9¾ INS LONG 
SEE FINCH & CO CATALOGUE NO. 13, ITEM NO. 34, FOR A COLLECTION OF OTTOMAN SHERBET SPOONS

A. A SPOON WITH CARVED WALRUS IVORY BOWL WITH A SILVER, BLACK ENAMEL AND BRASS INLAID CORAL STEM
B. AN UNUSUAL SHERBET SPOON THE STEM AND BOWL BOTH CARVED OF WALRUS IVORY
C. A SPOON WITH A POINTED TORTOISESHELL BOWL WITH A GREEN STAINED IVORY AND 

BRASS INLAID IVORY STEM WITH A CORAL FINIAL.

 
LITERATURE

THESE EXOTIC AND LUXURIOUS SPOONS WERE USED AT TABLE IN THE TOPKAPI PALACE TO HELP ONESELF FROM A
COMMUNAL DISH OF ‘HOSAF’, A SORT OF WET FRUIT STEW, THE NEARER SIDE OF THE SPOON BEING USED FOR EATING
OR SIPPING AND THE FAR SIDE FOR HELPING ONESELF. ALTHOUGH KNIVES WERE EMPLOYED FOR CUTTING UP MEAT,
THE USE OF FORKS WAS A WESTERN EUROPEAN PRACTICE AND THE USE OF SPOONS SUCH AS THESE AT TABLE WAS
FROWNED UPON BY STRICTLY ORTHODOX MUSLIMS WHO HELD THAT THE PROPHET FOUND HIS RIGHT HAND QUITE

ADEQUATE AS A TOOL FOR EATING.

 


