Finch & C°

CASED EXAMPLE OF A LITTLE AUK ‘PLATUS ALLE

AN INTERESTING CASED EXAVPLE OF ALITTLE AUK ‘PLATUS ALLE’
ALABEL TO THE REVERSE IN INK STATING ‘LITTLE AUK PICKED UP DEAD AFTER ASTORMAT LOWER WOODFORD, WILTS.
1ST DECEMBER 1916’
CIRCA1916
SIZE: 23.5CMHIGH, 23.5CMWIDE, 12CMDEEP — 8% INS HIGH, 8% INS WIDE, 4%, INS DEEP

LITERATURE

RELATED TO THE FAMOUSLY NOW EXTINCT FLIGHTLESS GREAT AUK THE TWENTY THREE REMAINING SPECIES OF ALCID
ARE THE NORTHERN COUNTERPARTS OF THE PENGUINS OF THE ANTARCTIC. THE LITTLE AUK IS THE SMALLEST OF
THESE MEASURING BETWEEN 8 — 9 INCHES IN LENGTH AND LIVES IN THE NORTH ATLANTIC AND ITS ARCTIC EXTENSIONS
FROM GREENLAND TO NOVAYAZEMLYA IT NESTS IN THE CREVICES AND CRANNIES OF THE ROCKY CLIFFS OF FAR
NORTHERN JAN MAYEN ISLAND, SPITS BERGEN & FRANZ JOSEPH LAND OFTEN AT SOME DISTANCE FROMTHE SEA ITS
EGGS & YOUNG ARE HIDDEN FROM SIGHT AND REMAIN IN THE NEST FOR THE 6 TO 8 WEEKS IT TAKES THEIR FLIGHT
FEATHERS TO DEVELOP AND THEN THEY FLY TO SEAUNATTENDED BY THEIR PARENTS.

THE LITTLE AUK MIGRATES SOUTHWARDS IN WINTER ALONG BOTH THE COASTS OF THE ATLANTIC USUALLY TO THE
BRITISH ISLES & NEW ENGLAND, BUT OCCASIONALLY AS FAR AS THE MEDITERRANEAN AND FLORIDA SOVETIVES IT IS
DRIVEN ASHORE, LIKE THIS EXAVPLE, BY STORMS. THEY ARE FAT LITTLE BIRDS COMMONLY CALLED ‘PINEKNOTS’ IN NEW
ENGLAND AND WERE ONCE A FAVOURITE FOOD OF THE ESKIMOS WHO WOULD CATCH THEMIN DIP NETS AS THE FLOCKS
WHEELED BY THEIR NESTING CLIFFS.



