Finch & C°

ENGLISH STEEL AND CARVED IVORY HANDLED SURGEONS BONE SAW

AN OLD ENGLISH STEEL AND CARVED IMORY HANDLED SURGEONS BONE SAW
MARKED LAUNDY, THE FIRM OF LAUNDY WAS KNOWN AT 12 ST THOMAS'S STREET, BOROUGH, LONDON FROM 1783-1819
CIRCA1810-15
SIZE: 37CMLONG, 10CMHIGH — 1472 INS LONG, 4 INS HIGH

LITERATURE

AVPUTATION IS THE SECOND OLDEST OPERATION KNOWN IN THE HISTORY OF SURGICAL PRACTICE AND IN SOMVE
ANCIENT SOCIETIES FINGERS WERE AMPUTATED AS ASIGN OF MOURNING OR OF CASTE. THE ANCIENT EGYPTIANS USED
SAWS FOR THEIR OPERATIONS AND FLINT SAWS WERE USED BY EUROPEAN PREHISTORIC COMMUNITIES, BUT IT WAS
THE ROMANS WHO INVENTED THE METAL BLADED SAW, THE FORERUNNER OF THOSE USED TODAY.

THE EARLIEST ILLUSTRATION OF AN AMPUTATION IN ENGLAND DATES FROM 1517 AND SHOWS ALEG BEING TAKEN OFF
BELOW THE KNEE OVER ABARREL OF SAND. AMPUTATION WAS A COMMON MEDICAL PRACTICE AS IT WAS THE ONLY
EFFECTIVE REMEDY AGAINST THE SPREAD OF GANGRENE, BUT IT BECAVE ALOST ART WHEN LISTER DISPELLED THE
GHOST OF GANGRENE, BY PIONEERING THE USE OF ANTISEPTICS.



