
WESTERN DESERT ABORIGINAL HARDWOOD SPEAR THROWER ‘WOOMERA’
AN AUSTRALIAN WESTERN DESERT ABORIGINAL HARDWOOD SPEAR THROWER ‘WOOMERA’ 

OF INCURVED FORM ETCHED WITH A HERRINGBONE DESIGN TO BOTH SIDES THE END WITH A KANGAROO CLAW
ATTACHED WITH RESIN AND FIBRE. THE OTHER END WITH A STONE SET INTO A RESIN HANDLE

TRACES OF PIPE CLAY OLD DRY DUSTY PATINA
19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 56.5CM LONG – 22¼ INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

HUNTING WAS THE MAIN ACTIVITY OF ABORIGINAL MEN AND THE SPEAR WAS THEIR PRINCIPAL WEAPON. THE SPEAR
THROWER WAS USED TO INCREASE THE ACCURACY AND PENETRATION OF THE SPEAR AND IT VARIED IN FORM

ACCORDING TO THE TRIBAL AREA. MEN WERE PRINCIPALLY RESPONSIBLE FOR PROVIDING THE LARGEST ITEMS OF DIET
AND FOR MAKING FIRE, WHICH WAS VITALLY IMPORTANT FOR KEEPING WARM IN THE COLD DESERT NIGHTS AND FOR

COOKING MEAT AND OTHER FOODSTUFFS. IN THE CENTRAL DESERT AREAS THE FIRESAW METHOD, IN WHICH A PIECE OF
HARDWOOD WAS SAWN ALONG A GROOVE IN A SOFTER PIECE, WAS USED. THE SHARP EDGE OF A SPEAR THROWER WAS

OFTEN EMPLOYED AND SOMETIMES A SHIELD WOULD SERVE AS THE SOFTWOOD COMPONENT.

 


