
SET OF TWENTY-SEVEN INDIAN PAINTINGS ON MICA
AN UNUSUAL SET OF TWENTY-SEVEN INDIAN PAINTINGS ON MICA 

TOGETHER WITH FOUR GOUACHE PAINTED HEADS ON CARD THAT CAN BE DRESSED WITH VARIOUS DIFFERENT
COSTUMES, MALE AND FEMALE TO PORTRAY STREET SELLERS, CASTES, SERVANTS, ENTERTAINERS AND TRADESMEN

AND THEIR PROFESSIONS 
MOST IN GOOD CONDITION

CIRCA 1850 – 70
SIZE: APPROX: 13CM HIGH, 9 CM WIDE – 5 INS HIGH, 3½ INS WIDE (EACH)

 
LITERATURE

THE NAWABS, THE MUGHAL VICEROYS OF THE PROVINCE OF BENGAL SUPPORTED A SPLENDID COURT DURING THE
18TH CENTURY AT MURSHIDABAD WHERE THE FIRST PAINTINGS PRODUCED FOR THE BRITISH WERE PORTRAIT

MINIATURES IN THE MUGHAL STYLE. BY THE END OF THE 18TH CENTURY INCREASING NUMBERS OF BRITISH PEOPLE
LIVED IN THE TOWN OR ITS NEIGHBOURHOOD AND WHOLE SETS OF PICTURES WERE MADE BY LOCAL ARTISTS

ESPECIALLY FOR THEM. MOST OF THESE WERE OF MUGHAL RULERS WHICH WERE SIMPLIFIED VERSIONS OF EARLIER
MINIATURES WITH SIMILAR COMPOSITIONS, BUT SETS OF PICTURES ALSO BEGAN TO BE MADE DEPICTING THE VARIOUS

OCCUPATIONS AND COSTUMES OF THE LOCAL PEOPLE WITH PARTICULAR EMPHASIS GIVEN TO THOSE WHO WORKED AS
SERVANTS FOR THE BRITISH OR WHO HAD DAY TO DAY CONTACT WITH THEIR HOUSEHOLDS, SUCH AS THE NANNY OR

AYAH LOOKING AFTER THE FAMILY BABY. THE PAINTINGS ON MICA PRODUCED IN THE 19TH CENTURY MET A NEW DEMAND
FROM THE BRITISH AND WERE OFTEN USED AS SOCIAL TEACHING AIDS FOR THE RAW ENGLISH IMMIGRANT UNFAMILIAR

WITH LOCAL LIFE, AND LATER AS REMINDERS AND SOUVENIRS OF THEIR COLONIAL HOME.

 


