
FRENCH OR ENGLISH INLAID TORTOISESHELL POCKET SNUFF BOX
A FINE FRENCH OR ENGLISH INLAID TORTOISESHELL POCKET SNUFF BOX SILVER PIQUÉ POSÉ WITH MOTHER OF PEARL

AND ABALONE SHELL APPLIQUÉ COPPER AND BRASS
CIRCA 1750-60

SIZE: 7CM DIA. 3.5CM HIGH – 2¾ INS DIA. 1½ INS HIGH 
SEE FINCH & CO CATALOGUE NO. 14, ITEM NO. 6, FOR AN EXAMPLE OF AN ITALIAN PIQUÉ POSE TORTOISESHELL CASKET

 
LITERATURE

TORTOISESHELL WAS USED FOR MAKING SNUFF BOXES FROM THE 17TH CENTURY ONWARDS. THE MATERIAL WAS
SLICED FROM THE CARAPACE OF THE HAWKSBILL TURTLE, SOFTENED IN BOILING WATER, MOULDED AND DESIGNS

PRESSED INTO IT. MANY OF THE BEST TORTOISESHELL BOXES WERE DECORATED WITH PIQUÉ WORK WHICH
CONSISTED OF A DESIGN IN SILVER OR GOLD INSERTED INTO THE SURFACE OF THE SHELL.

IN THE LATE 17TH CENTURY FOUR THOUSAND REFUGEE FRENCH HUGUENOT FAMILIES SETTLED IN ENGLAND, SOME OF
WHOM WERE DISTINGUISHED PIQUÉ ARTISTS. THEY DECORATED MANY SNUFFBOXES FOR THEIR ENGLISH CUSTOMERS
DURING THE 18TH CENTURY IN WHAT WAS ORIGINALLY CONSIDERED A ‘FRENCH STYLE’. THEY LATER DEVELOPED THE
USE OF MOTHER-OF PEARL APPLIQUÉ ALONGSIDE PIQUÉ WORK CREATING PICTURESQUE ARCADIAN SCENES FULL OF

IMAGERY ON THE LIDS OF TORTOISESHELL SNUFFBOXES.

 


