
ENGLISH RECUSANT’S WALKING CANE
AN INTERESTING ENGLISH RECUSANT’S WALKING CANE 

THE MALACCA SHAFT TERMINATING WITH A BRASS TOP DECORATED WITH CHERUB’S HEADS AND A FRIEZE SET WITH THE
HEAD OF CHARLES I

LATE 17TH – EARLY 18TH CENTURY
SIZE: 92CM LONG – 36¼ INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

RECUSANTS WERE USUALLY ROMAN CATHOLICS WHO REFUSED TO ATTEND ANGLICAN CHURCH SERVICES FROM THE
16TH CENTURY ONWARD. FINES WERE IMPOSED UPON THEM BY ACTS OF UNIFORMITY, BUT CHARLES I WAS

PARTICULARLY MILD IN HIS POLICY TOWARDS ‘NON-CONFORMISTS’. AFTER THE EXECUTION AND DEATH OF CHARLES I IN
1648 THEY BECAME HUGE SUPPORTERS OF THE EXILED ROYAL HOUSE OF STUART AND THE JACOBITE CAUSE. THE

JACOBITES TOOK THEIR NAME FROM ‘JACOBUS’ THE LATIN NAME FOR JAMES II WHO HAD BEEN DEPRIVED OF HIS THRONE
IN 1688 BY THE PROTESTANT KING WILLIAM OF ORANGE. THE JACOBITES WERE POLITICALLY IMPORTANT BETWEEN 1688

AND 1745 WITH MANY SECRET CLUBS AND SOCIETIES BEING FORMED. THEIR STRENGTH LAY AMONG THE HIGHLAND
CLANS OF SCOTLAND WHOSE LOYALTY WAS PERSONAL, AND THEIR WEAKNESS WAS THAT JACOBINISM FAILED TO WIN

OVER THE TORIES IN ENGLAND WHO MIGHT HAVE MADE IT A MORE POWERFUL AND DANGEROUS MOVEMENT.

 


