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LITERATURE

ASTRONOMY, NAVIGATION AND SURVEYING WERE FOR LONG THE THREE PRINCIPAL DOMAINS OF THE PRACTICAL
MATHEMATICAL SCIENCES AND THEIR INSTRUMENTS REPRESENTED CONTEMPORARY STANDARDS OF PRECISION AND

ACCURACY. THE MAKERS OF THESE INSTRUMENTS SET GOALS IN PRECISION FOR THE REST OF THE TRADE AND
THROUGH INSTRUMENTS OF NAVIGATION AND SURVEYING DISPENSED NEW STANDARDS OF ACCURACY IN PRACTICAL

PROBLEMS. THEIR INSTRUMENTS MAY NOW BE ENJOYED IN AESTHETIC TERMS FOR THEIR SIMPLICITY OF LINE,
ATTENTION TO DETAIL AND RESTRAINED DECORATION, BUT THEY ALSO HAVE CONCEPTUAL AND PRACTICAL FUNCTIONS.

THEY REST ON MATHEMATICAL TECHNIQUES FOUNDED ON THEORIES OF GEOMETRY, AND ON A CONVICTION THAT
TECHNOLOGICAL PROBLEMS COULD BE MANAGED BY MATHEMATICAL PRINCIPLES IN ORDER TO PROVIDE A SOLUTION

TO AN IMMEDIATE PRACTICAL PROBLEM.

 


