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PAINTER'S MAHLSTICK ONCE BELONGING TO THE ARTIST JOSEPH WRIGHT (1734 — 1794)

APANTER’'S MAHLSTICK ONCE BELONGING TO THE ARTIST JOSEPH WRIGHT (1734 — 1794)
KNOWN AS ‘WRIGHT OF DERBY
THE BAVBOO STICK WITH AN OLD LABEL IN INK “WRIGHT'S MAUL STICK’
OLD SMOOTH PATINA
SOLD WITH AN EXHIBITION CATALOGUE OF PAINTINGS BY JOSEPH WRIGHT SHOVWN AT THE DERBY CORPORATION ART
GALLERY IN 1883 IN WHICH THIS MAHLSTICK WAS EXHIBITED TOGETHER WITH THE ARTISTS SKETCHBOOKS, PALETTE
AND OTHER OBJECTS. THE CATALOGUE HAVING BEEN IN THE COLLECTION OF WILLIAMBEMROSE
18TH CENTURY
SIZE: 92CMLONG — 36" INS LONG

LITERATURE

THE MAHLSTICK WAS AHIGHLY PRACTICAL AND IMPORTANT IMPLEMENT FOR APAINTER. THE WORD MAHLSTICK
LITERALLY MEANS PAINT STICK FROM THE DUTCH ‘MAALSTOK'. THEY BECAVE INEXTRICABLY ASSOCIATED WITH THE
WORK OF THE PAINTER AND WERE DESCRIBED BY JOHN MARTIN IN THE 17TH CENTURY AS ‘MOL-STICKS... ASMALL

STRAIGHT SMOOTH STICK NOT SO WEEK AS IT MAY BEND BUT PRITTY STRONG ABOUT THREE FOOT AND AHALF LONG.
AND THIS STICK IS TOREST YOUR HAND SO THAT IT MAY NOT SHAKE, WWHEN YOU PAINT ANY PICTURE'.
JOSEPH WRIGHT WAS AN ENGLISH PAINTER, BORN AND PRINCIPALLY ACTIVE IN DERBY AND GENERALLY KNOWN AS
‘WRIGHT OF DERBY'. HE WAS ONE OF THE MOST ORIGINAL, VERSATILE AND ACCOMPLISHED BRITISH ARTISTS OF THE
18TH CENTURY AND THE FIRST MAJOR ENGLISH PAINTER WHOSE CAREER WAS BASED OUTSIDE LONDON. HIS
FASCINATION WITH PAINTING UNUSUAL LIGHTING EFFECTS CULMNATED IN HIS FAMOUS DEPICTION OF THE 18TH
CENTURY SCIENTIFIC WORLD ‘AN EXPERIMENT ON ABIRD IN THE AR PUMP’ PAINTED IN 1768 WHICH WAS LATER
DESCRIBED BY SIR ELLIS WATERHOUSE AS ‘ONE OF THE WHOLLY ORIGINAL MASTERPIECES OF BRITISH ART .



