Finch & C°

OCEANIC NEW HEBRIDES, VANUATU WOODEN PADDLE CLUB

ARARE OCEANIC NEWHEBRIDES, VANUATU WOODEN PADDLE CLUB
WITH AXE LIKE PROJECTION, THE END BOUND WITH BRAIDED HUMAN HAIR
EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 129CMLONG— 50% INS LONG

LITERATURE

THE NEWHEBRIDES, NOW VANUATU, LIE SOUTH EAST OF THE SOLOMON ISLANDS AND WERE GIVEN THEIR NAVE BY
CAPTAIN COOK IN THE SECOND HALF OF THE 18TH CENTURY. THE ISLANDS WERE PROBABLY FIRST SETTLED SOME 3500
YEARS AGO. TODAY THE POPULATION IS SCATTERED OVER 80 ISLANDS SPEAKING AT LEAST 100 DIFFERENT LANGUAGES.

WARFARE WAS FREQUENT TAKING THE FORM OF AVBUSHES AND LOCAL SKIRMSHES WITH FEW FATALITIES. THE WOOD
CLUB WAS THE FAVOURED WEAPON, WHICH GEORG FORSTER, ON COOK’'S SECOND VOYAGE, APPLAUDED FOR THEIR
REFINEMENT, PRAISING THE POLISH OF THE CASUARUNAWOOD CLUBS AND STATING THAT... ‘MJCH MORE CARE AND

INGENUITY HAVE BEEN BESTOWED ON THIS PART OF THEIR MANUFACTURES THAN ANY OTHER'.



