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CARIBBEAN DOMINICAN REPUBLIC TAINO VOMIT SPATULA MADE FROM THE RIB OF AWEST INDIAN MANATEE

ACARIBBEAN DOMNICAN REPUBLIC TAINO VOMT SPATULA MADE FROMTHE RIB OF AWEST INDIAN MANATEE
DECORATED WITH THE FIGURE OF A’ZEM’ IN THE FORMOF ASKELETON
CIRCA 1000 — 1500 AD
SIZE: APPROX 10CMHIGH, 13CMWDE — 4 INS HIGH, 5 INS WIDE

LITERATURE

‘ZEMS’ WERE DEITIES AND THE SPIRITS OF ANCESTORS FROMVWHOM THE TAINO SOUGHT ASSISTANCE IN THEIR
EVERYDAY LIFE, AND WHOM THEY WORSHIPPED THROUGH THE CARVINGS THAT WERE MADE TO REPRESENT THEM
BEFORE COMMUNING WITH THEIR ZEMS, THE TAINO WOULD PURIFY THEMSELVES EITHER BY FASTING OR BY INSERTING
ASTICKINTO THEIR THROAT TO CAUSE VOMTING. THESE SPATULAS WERE MADE OF WOOD, BONE OR SHELL, AND WERE
ESSENTIAL TO THE RITUAL OF PURIFICATION. SNUFF, MADE FROM THE CRUSHED SEEDS OF THE PIPTADENIATREE,
WOULD THEN BE TAKEN IN FRONT OF THE ZEM THROUGH AFORKED TUBE. THIS CAUSED HALLUCINATIONS DURING
WHICH THE ZEM WOULD MAKE KNOVWN HIS WILL.

ONCE AYEAR EVERY TAINO VILLAGE WOULD PAY HOMAGE TO THE ZEMS OF THEIR CHIEF.

THE CEREMONY BEGAN WITH APROCESSION OF VILLAGERS WEARING THEIR ORNAMENTS CARRYING BASKETS OF
CASSAVABREAD AND SINGING SONGS ABOUT THE ZEMS. THE CHIEF SAT AT THE ENTRANCE TO THE TEMPLE BEATING A
DRUMWHILE THE PRIESTS ENTERED AND DRESSED THE ZEMS. THE VILLAGERS PRESENTED THEMSELVES BEFORE THE
TEMPLE AND PURIFIED THEMSELVES BY PRESSING AVOMT SPATULA DOWN THEIR THROAT TO INDUCE VOMTING. THE
WOMEN THEN BROUGHT CASSAVABREAD TO THE PRIESTS WHO OFFERED IT TO THE ZEMS. DANCING AND SINGING
FOLLOWED PRAISING THE CHIEF, THE ANCESTORS AND THE ZEMS. PRAYERS WERE THEN OFFERED FOR THE
PROSPERITY OF THE VILLAGE. FINALLY, THE PRIESTS BROKE UP THE CASSAVABREAD AND DISTRIBUTED PIECES TO THE
HEADS OF FAMLIES AND THESE FRAGVENTS WOULD BE PRESERVED THROUGHOUT THE YEAR AS PROTECTION AGAINST
ACCIDENTS AND ILLNESS.






