
SPANISH COLONIAL DRAMATICALLY CARVED HARDWOOD CORPUS CHRISTI
AN INTERESTING SPANISH COLONIAL DRAMATICALLY CARVED HARDWOOD CORPUS CHRISTI 

WITH A MOVEABLE AND PROTRUDING TONGUE SET WITHIN MINUTE IVORY TEETH. PERHAPS FROM QUITO, ECUADOR
TRACES OF ORIGINAL POLYCHROME, GESSO AND GILDING

17TH CENTURY
SIZE: 41CM HIGH, 10CM WIDE, 8CM DEEP – 16 INS HIGH, 4 INS WIDE, 3 INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

THIS HIGHLY EXPRESSIVE PROBABLY JESUIT INSPIRED IMAGE OF CHRIST EXUDES THE PHYSICAL TORMENT OF THE
CRUCIFIXION. FROM THE EARLIEST TIMES OF COLONISATION THE SPANISH MISSIONARIES IN SOUTH AMERICA PROMOTED

CEREMONIAL CUSTOMS THAT WERE BROUGHT FROM SEVILLE WHERE THE PASSION OF CHRIST WAS THE MOST
IMPORTANT OF THE PROCESSIONAL REPRESENTATIONS OF HOLY WEEK. DRAMATIC SERMONS AND EVOCATIVE IMAGES

WERE USED TO STIR COMPASSION IN THE HEARTS OF THE FAITHFUL WHO WOULD PRAY BEFORE THESE IMAGES IN
THEIR PRIVATE CHAPELS. SUCH PRAYERS NEEDED VISUAL REINFORCEMENT IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE THE APPROPRIATE
SPIRITUAL FRAME OF MIND, AS WAS SUGGESTED BY THE JESUIT EVANGELIST IGNATIUS OF LOYOL WHO PREFERRED THE

CHARACTERISTICS OF EMOTION AND TURBULENCE TO MEEKNESS AND CHARITY IN THE DEPICTION OF CHRIST’S
PASSION.

 


