
ITALIAN TWO LAYERED CARVED LAVA STONE CAMEO OF THE ROMAN EMPEROR TITUS
A RARE ITALIAN TWO LAYERED CARVED LAVA STONE CAMEO OF THE ROMAN EMPEROR TITUS 

SHOWN IN PROFILE TO THE LEFT (SINISTER) 
MOUNTED IN A LATER SILVER FRAME

17TH CENTURY
SIZE: 6CM HIGH, 5CM WIDE – 2½ INS HIGH, 2 INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

CAMEOS IN A SERIES OF EMPERORS BOTH ANCIENT AND CONTEMPORARY WERE POPULAR SUBJECTS IN THE 16TH AND
EARLY 17TH CENTURIES. THEY WERE USED TO DECORATE VESSELS AND SOMETIMES PIECES OF FURNITURE SUCH AS

THE EBONY CABINET WITH SHELL CAMEOS IN THE VIENNA KUNSTHISTORISCHES MUSEUM.
TITUS WAS EMPEROR OF ROME FROM AD 79 TO 81, THE ELDER SON OF VESPASIAN HE WAS BROUGHT UP AT COURT

ALONG WITH BRITANNICUS, CLAUDIUS’ SON. HE HAD CONSIDERABLE PHYSICAL AND INTELLECTUAL GIFTS, ESPECIALLY
IN MUSIC AND SINGING AND AT ONE STAGE SOME VIEWED HIM AS POTENTIALLY A SECOND NERO. WHEN HE DIED ON

13TH SEPTEMBER 81 AD, HE WAS REMEMBERED WITH AFFECTION AS THE ‘DELIGHT AND DARLING OF THE HUMAN RACE’
(SUETONIUS TIT’ 1).

 


