
JAPANESE CARVED SPERM WHALE TOOTH IVORY NETSUKE OF A MUSHROOM
AN UNUSUAL JAPANESE CARVED SPERM WHALE TOOTH IVORY NETSUKE OF A MUSHROOM OF PHALLIC FORM 

UNSIGNED, THE TIP OF THE TOOTH CARVED AS A MUSHROOM LEAVING A HOLLOW SPACE UNDERNEATH FOR IT TO FIT
ONTO A FINGERTIP REPUTEDLY FOR USE AS AN EROTIC TOY

OLD SILKY PATINA
EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 4CM HIGH – 1½ INS HIGH

 
LITERATURE

NETSUKE WERE OFTEN MADE IN JAPAN IN THE 18TH AND 19TH CENTURIES AS A SIDE INDUSTRY TO THE OLD
ESTABLISHED CRAFTS OF WOOD CARVING, LACQUER, METALWORK, AND PORCELAIN AND POTTERY. CRAFTSMEN WHO

MADE SEALS AND IVORY PLECTRUMS FOR SAMSIEN WERE ACQUAINTED WITH THE USE OF IVORY, WHICH WAS NOT USED
IN BUDDHIST WORKS OF ART, AND SO WOULD PRODUCE IVORY NETSUKE AS A LUCRATIVE SIDE LINE. IN THE PERIOD

1700 TO 1850 NETSUKE, DESPITE THEIR SMALLNESS OF SCALE, WERE THE MAIN VEHICLES OF JAPANESE SCULPTURAL
GENIUS.

 


