
COLLECTION OF FOUR CHRISTIAN RELIQUARY PENDANT JEWELS
A COLLECTION OF FOUR CHRISTIAN RELIQUARY PENDANT JEWELS

EACH MADE TO BE SUSPENDED FROM A CHAIN AND DECORATED ON BOTH SIDES
A. A SOUTH GERMAN STEEL CASED RELIQUARY CONTAINING A THREE DIMENSIONAL BOX WOOD FIGURE CARVING OF ST

ANTHONY OF PADUA, THE REVERSE CONTAINING A RELIC WITH AN EMBROIDERED GOLD THREAD SURROUND
EARLY 18TH CENTURY

SIZE: 7CM HIGH, 3.5CM WIDE, 2.5CM DEEP – 2¾ INS HIGH, 1½ INS WIDE, 1 INS DEEP
SOLD

B. A SOUTH GERMAN SILVER CASED DOUBLE-SIDED RELIQUARY PENDANT CONTAINING THE FINELY CARVED AND
PAINTED BOX WOOD IMAGES OF ST ANTHONY OF PADUA AND OF ST STEPHEN

EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 5.5CM HIGH, 5CM WIDE (MAX) – 2¼ INS HIGH, 2 INS WIDE (MAX) 

C. A SPANISH SILVER CASED DOUBLE SIDED PENDANT RELIQUARY WITH PAINTED PANELS DEPICTING THE CROWNED
VIRGIN AND THE HEAD OF CHRIST THE REDEEMER AS IMPRINTED ONTO ST VERONICA’S SHROUD

EARLY 18TH CENTURY
SIZE: 5CM HIGH, 4.5CM WIDE – 2 INS HIGH, 1¾ INS WIDE 

SOLD
D. AN ITALIAN SILVER CASED DOUBLE-SIDED PENDANT JEWEL FINELY PAINTED ON MOTHER OF PEARL WITH IMAGES OF

ST JOHN AND THE CHRIST CHILD AND TO THE REVERSE THE VIRGIN AND CHILD IN SPLENDOUR
MID 18TH CENTURY

SIZE: 5CM HIGH, 4.5CM WIDE – 2 INS HIGH, 1¾ INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

WHEN THE ROMAN EMPEROR CONSTANTINE THE GREAT OFFICIALLY RECOGNISED THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION IN THE 4TH



CENTURY AD THE DEMAND FOR AMULETIC IMAGES AND MOTIFS WITH A SPECIFICALLY CHRISTIAN MESSAGE GREW
STEADILY. NEW SHAPES AND TYPES OF JEWELLERY WERE DEVISED TO SATISFY THE MARKET FOR A CHRISTIAN FORM OF

AMULET TO BE WORN AND USED FOR PROTECTION AGAINST SICKNESS, PLAGUE, PESTILENCE AND ILL FORTUNE.

 


