
TIBETAN SILVER, CORAL, TURQUOISE AND SHAGREEN CEREMONIAL SKINNING KNIFE
A TIBETAN SILVER, CORAL, TURQUOISE AND SHAGREEN CEREMONIAL SKINNING KNIFE 

WITH A HANDLE OF HUMAN BONE INSET WITH STEEL, COPPER, BRASS AND EBONY
19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 17CM LONG – 6¾ INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

TO THE BUDDHIST TIME AND DEATH ARE NOT SIMPLY AGENTS OF FINAL DESTRUCTION, BUT REPRESENT THE
TRANSFORMATION, WHICH THE ENDING OF ONE LIFE BRINGS AS A PRELUDE TO OPPORTUNITIES IN THE NEXT. THUS THE

TRUE BUDDHIST MUST FACE UP TO AND ACCEPT THE NATURAL FEAR AND HORROR, WHICH EVERYONE FEELS AT
PRESENCE OF DEATH, AND REALISE THE ILLUSORY NATURE OF ‘END’ AS WELL AS THE ‘BEGINNING’ OF SELF AND

MATERIAL THINGS.
IN TIBET HUMAN BONES ARE USED FOR ALL KINDS OF IMPLEMENTS, CUPS AND DRUMS ARE MADE FROM SKULLS,

TRUMPETS FROM THIGHBONES AND APRONS AND NECKLACES ARE MADE FROM THE SMALLER PIECES OF BONE. HUMAN
SKIN IS USED FOR DRUMHEADS AND OTHER PARTS OF RITUAL COSTUME. THE RITUAL OF FLAYING IS A SYMBOL OF THE

STRIPPING AWAY OF THE FALSE SKIN OF SELF HOOD.

 


