
RARE PAIR OF OVER LIFE SIZE ANCIENT EGYPTIAN EYE INLAYS
A RARE PAIR OF OVER LIFE SIZE ANCIENT EGYPTIAN EYE INLAYS 

WITH PUPILS OF BLACK POLISHED OBSIDIAN AND WHITES OF CARVED LIMESTONE ENCASED IN BRONZE PROBABLY FROM
A ROYAL FUNERARY MASK OR STATUE

GOOD REDDISH BROWN PATINATION TO THE BRONZE MOUNTS
NEW KINGDOM 1550 – 1070 BC

SIZE: 4.5CM HIGH, 17CM WIDE, 6CM DEEP – 1¾ INS HIGH, 6¾ INS WIDE, 2¼ INS DEEP 
4.5CM HIGH, 11CM WIDE, 4.5CM DEEP – 1¾ INS HIGH, 4¼ INS WIDE, 1¾ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

THE ART OF MAKING DEATH OR FUNERARY MASKS WAS KNOWN AS EARLY AS THE OLD KINGDOM. CASTS COULD BE USED
AS TECHNICAL AIDS IN MAKING THEM FOR TOMBS AND THEY WERE PROBABLY PLACED IN THE TOMB TO ENSURE THAT
THE DECEASED’S LIKENESS SHOULD SURVIVE EVEN IF HIS MUMMY DISINTEGRATED. DURING THE MIDDLE KINGDOM
GREAT CARE WAS TAKEN WITH THE APPEARANCE OF MUMMIES IN THIS PERIOD AND THERE WAS A GROWING USE OF

FUNERARY MASKS MADE OF STUCCOED CLOTH THAT WERE OFTEN GILDED OR PAINTED YELLOW TO IMITATE GOLD THE
‘FLESH OF THE GODS’. THIS PRACTICE CONTRIBUTING TO THE DEIFICATION OF THE DECEASED.

IN THE NEW KINGDOM THE USE OF ANTHROPOID COFFINS BECAME THE RULE WITH THE MUMMY MASK OFTEN HAVING
EYEBROWS AND EYES INLAID WITH GLASS PASTE RATHER THAN PAINTED AS EARLIER WEALTHY INDIVIDUALS OFTEN
COPIED ROYALTY BY HAVING THREE COFFINS BESIDES A SARCOPHAGUS THAT COULD BE OF STONE OR WOOD, BUT
ONLY THE PHARAOHS HAD FUNERARY MASKS MADE OF SOLID GOLD WITH CAREFULLY SCULPTED EYES OF CARVED

LIMESTONE AND POLISHED OBSIDIAN REFLECTING AS A MIRROR THE OBJECTS AROUND THEM AND GIVING A SENSE OF
IMMORTALITY.

THESE LARGE EYES PROBABLY ALSO SERVED TO REPRESENT THE ‘UDJAT’ EYES OF THE FALCON GOD HORUS AND
WOULD SERVE AS PROTECTIVE SYMBOLS TO WARD OFF PERILS ON THE MUMMIES DANGEROUS JOURNEY TO THE

UNDERWORLD.

 


