Finch & C°

ITALIAN GILT BRONZE OF CHRIST DYING ON THE CROSS

AN ITALIAN GILT BRONZE OF CHRIST DYING ON THE CROSS
HIS HEAD TURNED UP TO HEAVEN, HIS ARMS UP STRETCHED, IN THE MANNER OF ALESSANDRO ALGARDI
HEAVY PARTIALLY HOLLOW CAST
17TH CENTURY
SIZE: 26CMHIGH, 19CMWIDE — 1074 INS HIGH, 772 INS WIDE

LITERATURE

THIS BRONZE SHOWS CHRIST STILL ALIVE ON THE CROSS ‘CHRISTO VMO, HIS EYES OPEN EXPRESSING HIS TRIUMPH
OVER DEATH AND SIN. FROMTHE 14TH CENTURY AN EMPHASIS ON CHRIST S SUFFERING CALLING THE BELIEVERS
ATTENTION TO THE WOUNDS OF HIS TORTURE, TO HIS HUMANITY AND THE FRALTY OF HIS HUMAN FLESH BECAVE MORE
PREVALENT.

THE QUESTION OF WHETHER CHRIST S FEET WERE FIXED TO THE CROSS SEPARATELY WITH TWO NAILS AS HERE, OR
TOGETHER WITH ONE NAIL WAS MUCH DISCUSSED IN THE 17TH CENTURY. THE TWO NAIL SOLUTION WAS MORE
POPULAR WITH ARTISTS IN FRANCE AND SPAIN THAN IN ITALY ALTHOUGH THE ITALIAN SCULPTOR ALGARDI PREFERRED
TOREPRESENT THE FEET IN THIS WAY.



