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LITERATURE

THE PALAU ARCHIPELAGO OF THE WESTERN PACIFIC CONSISTS OF OVER 200 ISLANDS ONLY 8 OF WHICH ARE
INHABITED. THEY HAVE NUMEROUS HIDDEN LAKES AND LAGOONS, WHICH SUSTAIN THEIR OWN ECO SYSTEMS HAVING

DEVELOPED IN ISOLATION. THIS HAS PRODUCED ADAPTATIONS IN THE ANIMALS AND PLANTS, WHICH ARE OFTEN UNIQUE
TO EACH LAKE. SIMILAR NATURALLY OCCURRING ADAPTATIONS IN BIRD, PLANT AND ANIMAL LIFE WERE OBSERVED BY

CHARLES DARWIN IN THE GALAPAGOS ISLANDS.
THE WOMEN OF THE PALAU ISLANDS USED THESE DISHES ON SPECIAL OCCASIONS AS A FORM OF CURRENCY IN RITUAL
EXCHANGE. REGARDED AS THEIR EXCLUSIVE PROPERTY, THE CEREMONIAL IMPORTANCE OF THESE ARTIFACTS OFTEN
LED TO THEIR BEING GIFTED AS HEIRLOOMS THROUGH THE FEMALE LINE. THE WOMEN ALSO MADE COMBS, FISH HOOKS
AND SPOONS, HEATING THE SEA TURTLE SHELL IN HOT WATER AND THEN PLACING IT IN A WOODEN MOULD WHERE IT

COOLED AND HARDENED INTO THE DESIRED SHAPE.

 


