
CHINESE SILVER CEREMONIAL COURT HAT
AN INTERESTING CHINESE SILVER CEREMONIAL COURT HAT 

DECORATED WITH FLOWERING TENDRILS, BUTTERFLIES AND PROJECTING FLORAL BUTTONS THE DOMED CROWN
SURMOUNTED BY A DOUBLE KNOP

1ST HALF 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 17CM HIGH, 19.5CM DIA. – 6¾ INS HIGH, 7¾ INS DIA.

 
LITERATURE

THE CHINESE HAD LITTLE NEED FOR WESTERN PRODUCTS AND SO EARLY EUROPEAN TRADERS WERE HARD PRESSED
TO FIND A COMMODITY, WHICH COULD BE USED IN TRADE OTHER THAN SILVER. THE CHINESE DID NOT ACCEPT FOREIGN
CURRENCY, WHICH WAS MOST OFTEN SPANISH TRADE DOLLARS, ON ITS FACE VALUE BUT ON ITS WEIGHT. ALL FOREIGN

CURRENCY WAS INSPECTED, TESTED FOR ITS WEIGHT AND APPROVED WITH A STAMP OR ‘CHOP’. AFTER NUMEROUS
SUCH TRANSACTIONS THE CURRENCY BECAME SO BADLY DEFACED THAT IT HAD TO BE MELTED DOWN. THIS REDUCED

COINAGE PROVIDED A BIG SOURCE OF RAW SILVER FOR THE EARLY 19TH CENTURY CHINESE SILVERSMITHS.

 


