
ENGLISH HALF BLOCK MODEL OF A SCHOONER
A GOOD ENGLISH HALF BLOCK MODEL OF A SCHOONER

THE MAHOGANY AND DEAL SHAPED LAMINATED HULL WITH RUDDER, THE WHOLE APPLIED TO A BEECH BACKBOARD
LATE 19TH CENTURY 

SIZE: 14CM HIGH, 61CM WIDE, 8.5CM DEEP – 5½ INS HIGH, 24 INS WIDE, 3¼ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

SPLENDID ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE HYDRODYNAMICS OF HULL SHAPE THESE HALF BLOCKS NOW PROVIDE DECORATION
ON THE WALL OF MANY YACHT CLUBS. WHETHER IT WAS A STEAMER OR AN OCEAN GOING SAILING VESSEL THE HULL

ALONE CONCERNED THE BUYER AND THE BUILDER, AND SO THE RIGGING WAS OFTEN LEFT TO A DRAWING AND AS BOTH
BEAMS WERE EXACTLY THE SAME IT WAS ONLY NECESSARY TO MAKE A MODEL SHOWING ONE SIDE.

SOME CRAFTSMEN SPECIALISED IN BUILDING MODEL YACHTS AND HALF BLOCK MODELS, WHICH WERE COMPLETE IN
EVERY STRUCTURAL DETAIL. THE HALF HULL WOULD BE CARVED FROM A BLOCK OF WOOD COMPOSED OF INDIVIDUAL
PLANKS GLUED TOGETHER, EACH PLANK OF THE EXACT THICKNESS TO REPRESENT A YARD OR METRE IN THE MODEL.
WHEN VARNISHED THE HALF HULL BLOCK MIGHT HAVE ALTERNATE LAYERS OF WOOD FROM DARK TO LIGHT, AS IN THIS

EXAMPLE, SO THAT FROM STEM TO STERN THE WATERLINES AND BUTTOCK LINES COULD BE CLEARLY SEEN. HALF
BLOCK MODELS GENERALLY REMAINED IN THE POSSESSION OF THE SHIPYARD AND WOULD SUBSEQUENTLY HELP

POTENTIAL CUSTOMERS TO CHOOSE THE TYPE OF SHIP THEY REQUIRED.

 


