
GEORGIAN CARVED IVORY AND GILT METAL SNUFF BOX
A GEORGIAN CARVED IVORY AND GILT METAL SNUFF BOX

THE LID FINELY CARVED WITH THE HEAD OF MEDUSA HER HAIR ENTWINED WITH SNAKES
CIRCA 1780 – 1800

SIZE: 8.5CM LONG, 6.5CM WIDE, 3CM DEEP – 3¼ INS LONG, 2½ INS WIDE, 1¼ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

IN GREEK MYTH MEDUSA WAS ONE OF THE THREE GORGONS AND THE ONLY ONE OF THEM WHO WAS MORTAL. ANYONE
WHO LOOKED AT HER HEAD, EVEN AFTER HER DEATH, WAS TURNED TO STONE.

LOVED BY POSEIDON THE GREEK GOD OF THE SEA, SHE WAS PREGNANT BY HIM WHEN PERSEUS KILLED HER. HER
HEAD WAS SAID TO BE BURIED UNDER A MOUND IN THE AGORA OF ARGOS WHERE IT WAS THOUGHT TO HAVE MAGICAL

APOTROPAIC POWER. THE REPRESENTATION OF THE HEAD WAS OFTEN CARVED AS A PROTECTIVE DEVICE, ESPECIALLY
ON ARMOUR. OVER TIME THE HEAD BECAME HUMANISED AND WAS OFTEN DEPICTED AS BEAUTIFUL IN DEATH.

 


