
INDIAN SANDALWOOD CASKET
AN INDIAN SANDALWOOD CASKET FINELY CARVED WITH HINDU DEITIES, ELEPHANTS AND ARMOURIALS

THE PANELS ON THE TOP DECORATED ON THE RIGHT WITH THE ARMS OF THE PRINCE OF WALES AND ON THE LEFT WITH
THE ARMS OF THE CITY OF BENARES. THE CENTRE WITH A CARVED THREE-DIMENSIONAL FIGURE OF SHIVA. THE BORDER

WITH A CONTINUOUS FRIEZE OF WINGED DEITIES, THE CENTRAL FRONT PANELS DEPICTING THE GOD SHIVA WITH HIS
BOW AND ARROWS, AN ARMOURIAL AND THE REAR PANELS WITH VISHNU IN HIS CHARIOT. THE BASE CARVED WITH A

CONTINUOUS FRIEZE OF ELEPHANTS AND DANCING DEVOTEES. THE BOX RESTING ON FOUR LIONS PAW FEET FOLIATE
SCROLLS AND MASK HEADS BETWEEN

LATE 19TH – EARLY 20TH CENTURY 
SIZE: 35CM HIGH, 50CM WIDE, 22.5CM DEEP – 13¾ INS HIGH, 19¾ INS WIDE, 9 INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

THE DENSITY OF SANDALWOOD PERMITS FINE CARVING AND IT GIVES OFF AN ATTRACTIVE PERFUME. FINE SANDALWOOD
CARVING IN SOUTH INDIA WAS CARRIED OUT BY MEMBERS OF THE GUDIGAR CRAFT COMMUNITY WHO WERE ORIGINALLY
FROM THE KONKAN WHO MOVED INTO MYSORE AND SOUTH CANARA IN THE 16TH CENTURY TO AVOID CONVERSION BY
THE PORTUGUESE JESUITS TO CATHOLICISM. THE ORIGIN OF THE WORD GUDIGAR COMES FROM THE SANSKRIT FOR

CARVER ‘KUTTAKA’ AND TEMPLE ‘GUDI’ AND PROBABLY RELATED TO THEIR HINDU CASTES’ HEREDITARY ROLE AS
TEMPLE PAINTERS AND IMAGE MAKERS WORKING IN WOOD, IVORY AND STONE.

 


