
INDIAN MUGHAL FINELY CARVED BLONDE RHINOCEROS HORN AND IVORY BACK SCRATCHER
AN INDIAN MUGHAL FINELY CARVED BLONDE RHINOCEROS HORN AND IVORY BACK SCRATCHER

LATE 18TH – EARLY 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 46.5CM LONG – 18¼ INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

RHINOCEROS HORN HAS LONG BEEN PRIZED IN INDIA, ASIA, AFRICA AND EUROPE. THE STORE OF MAGICAL LEGENDS
SURROUNDING THE HORN GREW TO SUCH AN EXTENT THAT THE HORN ITSELF BECAME CREDITED WITH THE POWER TO

MAKE ITS OWNER OR USER IMMORTAL. IN THE RENAISSANCE PRINCELY COURTS OF EUROPE A CUP MADE OF
RHINOCEROS HORN WAS BELIEVED TO BE ABLE TO DETECT POISON, IN AFRICA, ITS USE WOULD CONFER POWER AND
STATUS UPON A ZULU CHIEF, AND IN INDIA IT WAS REGARDED AS A PRECIOUS MATERIAL RESERVED FOR THE USE OF

ROYALTY AND DIGNITARIES.

 


