
INDIAN CARVED ALABASTER MODEL OF AN ELEPHANT
AN INDIAN CARVED ALABASTER MODEL OF AN ELEPHANT WITH HIS MAHOUT

TRACES OF ORIGINAL POLYCHROME AND GILDING
EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 27CM HIGH, 19CM WIDE, 11CM DEEP – 10¾ INS HIGH, 7½ INS WIDE, 4¼ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

ELEPHANTS WERE ACTUALLY USED AS SHOCK TROOPS IN INDIA FROM EARLY HISTORIC TIMES AND FEATURED LARGELY
IN THE MUGHAL ARMIES OF THE 16TH AND EARLY 17TH CENTURIES. SOMETIMES THEY WERE EVEN PROVIDED WITH

ARMOUR AND SWORDS OF IRON WHICH WERE ATTACHED TO THEIR SAWN OFF TUSKS.
HUNTING AND HAWKING WERE FAVOURITE PASTIMES IN PRE-COLONIAL INDIA. THE MOGHUL METHOD OF DRIVING GAME

INTO A CIRCULAR CORAL, EITHER A STOCKADE OR A CIRCLE OF PEOPLE, WAS ADOPTED ENTHUSIASTICALLY BY THE
BRITISH WHO CAME TO SEE THE TIGER AS THE MOST PRESTIGIOUS PREY. TIGER HUNTING WAS NEARLY ALWAYS

CONDUCTED FROM THE BACK OF AN ELEPHANT, WHICH AFFORDED SOME PROTECTION.

 


