
MAGNIFICENT AND RARE SET OF FRENCH GOLDSMITHS OR MONEYERS SCALES
A MAGNIFICENT AND RARE SET OF FRENCH GOLDSMITHS OR MONEYERS SCALES

THE CAST SILVER FIGURE OF THE SWAN HOLDING A HOOK IN ITS BEAK FROM WHICH IS SUSPENDED A STEEL DOUBLE
ARM BALANCE. THE SWAN PERCHED ON TOP OF A WOODEN OBELISK MOUNTED WITH SILVER GILT SWAGS, LION MASKS

AND ACANTHUS LEAVES. SET ON A FLAMED MAHOGANY BOX BASE WITH A SINGLE DRAWER CONTAINING THE SCALES AND
ORIGINAL BRASS LEAF WEIGHTS. A BUTTON OF BRASS INSET TO THE BOX FRONT AUTOMATICALLY LIFTS THE SWAN AND

THUS THE SCALES BY MEANS OF A CENTRAL ROD. THE WHOLE SET ON FOUR IVORY BUN FEET
CIRCA 1760 – 1780

SIZE: 29CM HIGH, 18.5CM WIDE, 9.5CM DEEP – 11½ INS HIGH, 7¼ INS WIDE, 3¾ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

THIS HIGHLY ORNATE, DECORATIVE AND DELICATELY MADE DOUBLE ARM BEAM BALANCE CONSISTS OF TWO PANS
SUSPENDED FROM A CENTRALLY PIVOTED BEAM. WEIGHTS OF A KNOWN MASS ARE PLACED ON ONE PAN AND THE

SUBSTANCE OR BODY TO BE WEIGHED IS PLACED ON THE OTHER. WHEN THE BEAM IS EXACTLY HORIZONTAL THE TWO
MASSES ARE EQUAL.

THE BALANCE HAS BEEN KNOWN SINCE ANTIQUITY AND DURING THE LONG HISTORY OF ITS DEVELOPMENT IT HAS BEEN
PARTICULARLY ASSOCIATED WITH THE ASSAYING OF PRECIOUS METALS, AND IT WAS THE USEFULNESS OF THE BALANCE
TO JEWELERS, GOLDSMITHS, MONEYERS AND APOTHECARIES THAT PROMPTED ITS DEVELOPMENT. THE MECHANISM OF
THE EQUAL ARM BALANCE WAS SUITABLE FOR WEIGHING VERY SMALL AMOUNTS AND THE GOLD AND SILVER ALLOY OF
BULLION NECESSITATED SPECIAL VERIFICATION. THESE BALANCES WERE USUALLY KEPT IN A WOODEN BOX, WHICH
WOULD CONTAIN WEIGHTS THAT CORRESPONDED TO THE COINS OF VARIOUS TERRITORIES OR FOR GOLD. THE TINY
BRASS LEAVES ALLOWED GOODS TO BE WEIGHED IN THE SMALLEST RANGE AND THEREFORE MADE IT POSSIBLE TO

DETECT DEVIATION FROM OFFICIAL STANDARDS.

 


