Finch & C°

AN UNUSUAL ENGLISH EROTIC SNUFF BOX

AN UNUSUAL ENGLISH EROTIC SNUFF BOX
THE FINELY PAINTED GOUACHE ON VELLUM DEPICTING AN AROUSED ADAMAND EVE IN THE GARDEN OF EDEN
THE PLAIN BLACK LACQUERED PAPIER MACHE EXTERIOR WITH ATORTOISESHELL INTERIOR LINING THAT SECRETLY
UNSCREWS TO REVEAL THE HIDDEN EROTIC SCENE
IN FINE CONDITION
CIRCA1810—1820
SIZE: 8.5CMDIA, 2.5CMHIGH - 3% INS DIA, 1 INS HIGH

LITERATURE

SEE: FINCH & CO CATALOGUE NO. 12, ITEMNO. 17, FOR AN EXAVPLE OF AFRENCH EROTIC BOX
TODAY IT IS WELL KNOVWWN THAT SEXUAL CUSTOMS AND CONVENTIONS VARY WIDELY BETWEEN DIFFERENT CULTURES
AND WHAT APPEARS COMMONPLACE TO ONE MAY BE DEEPLY OFFENSIVE TO ANOTHER, BUT TO THE VICTORIANS OF THE
19TH CENTURY SEXWAS REGARDED AS SHAVEFUL AND ANY WORK OF ART ANCIENT OR MODERN DEEMED TO BE
EROTICALLY EXCITING WAS SUPPRESSED. THUS ART, WHICH MADE USE OF EROTIC MOTIFS, LIKE THIS SNUFFBOX, FOR
THE PURPOSE OF SEXUAL STIMULATION, WAS HIDDEN AND OFTEN KEPT IN SECRET COLLECTIONS OF EROTICA



