
A BUNDLE OF FOUR PACIFIC SOLOMON ISLANDS ARMBANDS AND ANOTHER OF FINELY WOVEN RED, YELLOW AND BLACK
FIBRES

A BUNDLE OF FOUR PACIFIC SOLOMON ISLANDS ARMBANDS AND ANOTHER OF FINELY WOVEN RED, YELLOW AND BLACK
FIBRES 

MADE BY THE WOMEN OF THE LAST KWAIO HILL PEOPLE OF MALAITA ISLAND
19TH CENTURY

SIZES: A: 10CM DIA., 1.5CM DEEP – 4 INS DIA., ½ INS DEEP 
B: 8CM DIA., 2CM DEEP – 3 INS DIA., ¾ INS DEEP (SINGLE)

 
LITERATURE

WORN AS DECORATION ON THE UPPER ARM BY BOTH MEN AND WOMEN, THESE ARMBANDS ARE MADE FROM THE WOVEN
YELLOW VASCULAR TISSUE AND BLACK FIBRES OF THE ORCHID VINE, AND THE WAXY TISSUE OF THE COCONUT PALM,

WHICH IS DYED RED WITH AN EXTRACT OF MORINDA ROOT, ON THE ISLAND OF MALAITA. ARMBANDS WERE ALSO USED AS
CURRENCY AND OFTEN TRADED AMONG THE DIFFERENT COMMUNITIES OF THE SOLOMON ISLANDS. THESE FOUR

ARMBANDS TIED AND BUNDLED TOGETHER REPRESENTED A FORM OF WEALTH.

 


