Finch & C°

VERY LONG PACIAC SOLOMON ISLANDS ELABORATELY DECORATED BARBED SPEAR

ARARE AND VERY LONG PACIFIC SOLOMON ISLANDS ELABORATELY DECORATED BARBED SPEAR
THE WHOLE OF THE LONG SHAFT WRAPPED WITH WOVEN RED, YELLOW AND BLACK FIBRE WITH A CARVED PIGMENTED
DESIGN ABOVE AKNOP OF PRESSED LEAF FIBRES THE HEAD LASHED WITH BARBED BONE POINTS, OLD COLLECTION
NUNMBER: 1016
PROBABLY BOUGANVILLE ISLAND
19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 287CMLONG - 213 INS LONG

LITERATURE

SPEARS WERE THE MAIN FIGHTING WEAPON ON THE SOLOMON ISLANDS USED BOTH FOR THRUSTING AND THROWING.
THEY WERE USUALLY MADE OF PALMWOOD WITH MULTIPLE BARBS CARVED FROMBONE OR WOOD FIXED TO THE HEAD.
ITIS SAID THAT THESE EXCEPTIONALLY LONG SPEARS WITH THEIR SHAFTS WRAPPED ENTIRELY IN RED, YELLOW AND
BLACK ORCHID STEMFIBRES IN ABSTRACT DESIGNS WERE USED ON SPECIAL OCCASIONS. THE CARVING ON THE SHAFT
IS KNOVWN AS ‘KAGOI" AND SYNVBOLISES THE SPIRIT THAT GIVES THE SPEAR ITS DEADLY POWER, WITH THE KNOP OF
PRESSED LEAF FIBRES REPRESENTING THE SPIRITS HOUSE. BLACKWOOD, WRITING IN 1935 NOTED THAT IN AVILLAGE IN
NORTH BOUGANVILLE SPEARS AND OTHER ARTIFACTS WERE PUT IN THE GRAVES OF THE HIGH RANKING DEAD
(BLACKWOOD, B; ‘BOTH SIDES OF BUKAPASSAGE...” 1935).



