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ANCIENT GREEK CARVED MARBLE FRAGMENT OF THE HEAD OF A YOUTH

AN ANCIENT GREEK CARVED MARBLE FRAGVENT OF THE HEAD OF AYOUTH
PROBABLY THE GOD HERMES, PERHAPS FROMA STELE OR VOTIVE RELIEF
AN OLD NUMBER ‘136’ TO THE BASE
4TH CENTURYB.C
SIZE: 16CMHIGH, 14CMWIDE, 10CMDEEP — 674 INS HIGH, 5%2INS WIDE, 4 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

THIS MARBLE FRAGVENT PRESERVES PART OF A YOUNG MALE HEAD OF SLIGHTLY UNDER LIFE SIZE THAT ILLUSTRATES
WELL THE IDEALISED AND CLASSIC QUALITIES THAT CHARACTERISE GREEK ART OF THE 4TH CENTURY BC.

IN ATHENS, HERMES HAD AVERY ANCIENT CULT AND IN THE FORM OF AHERMHE WAS PRESENT EVERYWHERE IN THE
CITY, AND BECAUSE HE WAS ESSENTIALLY KINDLY, HE WAS ONE OF THE MOST FAMILIAR GODS IN THE DALY LIVES OF THE
ANCIENT GREEKS. HERMES WAS THE GOD OF ABUNDANCE, FERTILITY, MAGIC AND PROSPERITY; HE WAS THE PATRON OF

HERDSMEN AND OF THE FRUITFULNESS OF HERDS AND FLOCKS. HE IS ALSO THE GOD WHO GUIDES AND SHOWS
TRANSHUMANT SHEPHERDS THE WAY. HE GUIDES PEOPLE, ESPECIALLY TRAVELLERS, FOR WHOMHE MARKS OUT THE
ROUTE IN THE FORMOF APILLAR OR HERM FROMTHE 4TH CENTURY BC HERMES WAS ALSO THE GOD OF ATHLETES, A

FUNCTION LINKED TO HIS YOUTHFUL APPEARANCE AND CHARM, WHICH THE GOD ASSUMED FOR THE PURPOSES OF

SEDUCTION.
OF ALL THE GREAT HISTORICAL MOVEMENTS, WHICH HAVE GONE, TO ADVANCE HUMAN CIVILIZATION NONE HAS LEFT A
MORE BRILLIANT RECORD THAN THAT WHICH GAVE US THE ARTS, POETRY, ELOQUENCE, DRAMAAND PHILOSOPHY OF
ANCIENT GREECE.



