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A FRENCH ARMILLARY SPHERE USED FOR MEASURING THE CO-ORDINATES OF THE CELESTIAL BODIES 

THE SUN AND EARTH SPHERE SURROUNDED BY THE SOLAR PLANETS, EXCEPT FOR NEPTUNE, WHICH WAS LATER,
DISCOVERED IN 1846, AND THE MOON ALL MOUNTED ON MOVABLE BRASS ARMS WITHIN A CAGE OF RINGS

REPRESENTING THE POLES, TROPICS, ECLIPTIC AND EQUATOR. AN OUTER CENTRAL RING DEMONSTRATING THE
MONTHS OF THE YEAR AND THEIR ASTROLOGICAL SIGNS

PRINTED AND PAINTED PAPER, BRASS ROD AND ARMS, EBONISED WOODEN BASE
CIRCA 1830 – 40 

SIZE: 46CM HIGH, 28.5CM DIA. – 18 INS HIGH, 11¼ INS DIA.

 
LITERATURE

PROBABLY DEVELOPED DURING THE 13TH CENTURY ARMILLARY SPHERES ARE THE OLDEST KNOWN TYPE OF
ASTRONOMICAL INSTRUMENT USED FOR BOTH OBSERVING THE HEAVENS AND TEACHING. IT IS A SKELETAL CELESTIAL

SPHERE WITH RINGS THAT REPRODUCE THE ORBITS OF THE HEAVENLY BODIES AND CAN BE SET SO THAT THEIR
RELATIVE POSITIONS REFLECT THE RELATIONSHIPS IN THE HEAVENS. THE ARMS AND RINGS CAN BE ROTATED TO SHOW

THE HEAVENS AT A PARTICULAR TIME OF DAY THUS ENABLING PREDICTIONS TO BE MADE BY THE ASTROLOGER.
INSTRUMENTS OF THIS KIND WERE USED FROM THE TIME OF THE EARLY GREEK ASTRONOMERS TO THAT OF TYCHO

BRAHE (1546 – 1601) THE DANISH ASTRONOMER WHOSE CAREFUL MEASUREMENTS OF THE SUN’S APPARENT
MOVEMENT ALLOWED HIM TO DETERMINE THE LENGTH OF A YEAR TO WITHIN ONE SECOND, FORCING TEN DAYS TO BE
DROPPED FROM THE JULIAN CALENDAR IN 1582 AFTER IT WAS PROVED THAT THE JULIAN YEAR EXCEEDED THE ‘TRUE’

YEAR BY THAT AMOUNT OF TIME. BRAHE BECAME THE EMPEROR RUDOLPH II’S PERSONAL ASTROLOGER, WHO
EVENTUALLY RELIED ON BRAHE NOT ONLY FOR HIS PREDICTIONS, BUT ALSO FOR HIS ADVICE ON AFFAIRS OF STATE.

 


