Finch & C°

SPECIMEN OF MEDITERRANEAN BLACK BRANCH CORAL

AVERY LARGE AND RARE ANTIQUE SPECIMEN OF MEDITERRANEAN BLACK BRANCH CORAL
18TH CENTURY
SIZE: 84.5CMLONG—33%INS LONG
SEE: FINCH & CO CATALOGUE NO. 12, ITEMNO. 11, FOR ASMALLER EXAVPLE

LITERATURE

OF PARTICULAR FASCINATION FOR COLLECTORS, CORAL CONSISTS OF THE ACCUMULATED SKELETONS OF TINY SEA
CREATURES, THE DEPOSITS OF WHICH FORM SHAPES RESEMBLING PLANT GROWTH. CORAL WAS THEREFORE
CONSIDERED TO BE THE QUINTESSENTIAL KUNSTKAMVER MATERIAL, BECAUSE ACCORDING TO 16TH AND 17TH
UNDERSTANDING IT SUCCESSFULLY UNITED THE THREE REALMS OF NATURE: MINERAL, ANIMAL AND VEGETABLE.
THE LARGEST COLLECTION OF CORAL BRANCHES REMAINS IN THE ARCHDUKE FERDINAND’S CABINET OF CURIOSITIES
IN SCHLOSS AVBRAS. HOWEVER, ONLY THREE OF THE MANY EXAMPLES DISPLAYED ARE OF BLACK CORAL.



