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VICTORIAN CASED SPECIMEN OF A CRESTED CARDINAL ‘FRINGILLA CARDINALIS’

AVICTORIAN CASED SPECIMEN OF ARED CRESTED CARDINAL ‘FRINGILLACARDINALIS’
ANATIVE OF SOUTHERN BRAZIL AND ARGENTINATHIS BIRD WAS INTRODUCED TO HAWAII IN THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY
MD 19TH CENTURY
SIZE: 35CMHIGH, 29.5CMWIDE, 9CMDEEP — 13% INS HIGH, 11% INS WIDE, 3"2 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

MANY OF THE BIRDS INDIGENOUS TO THE HAWAIIAN FORESTS PRODUCED FEATHERS OF SPECTACULAR BEAUTY WHICH

CAN STILL BE FOUND FASHIONED INTO THE MANY FEATHER CLOAKS, LEI, HELMETS AND GOD FIGURES THAT WERE MADE

BY PEOPLE OF HAWAII. MOST OF THESE BIRDS HAD BECOME SPECIALISED TO LIMNG IN THE UNIQUE, UNDISTURBED AND
PROTECTED OLD HAWAIAN ENVIRONMENT, BUT BY THE 20TH CENTURY MOST WERE EXTINCT.

THE RED CRESTED CARDINAL WAS FAVOURED FOR ITS CHEERFUL SONG AND BRIGHT RED CREST AND IS VERY SIMLAR
TO ONE DESCRIBED BY CAPTAIN CLERKE WHILST ON BOARD THE BEAGLEHOLE WITH CAPTAIN JAVES COOKE: ‘THE
BIRDS OF THESE ISLANDS (HAWAII) ARE AS BEAUTIFUL AS ANY WE HAVE SEEN DURING THE VOYAGE; AND ARE
NUMEROUS THOUGH NOT VARIOUS. THERE ARE FEW WHICH SEEM TO BELONG TO THE TROCHILI OR HONEY-SUCKERS
OF LINNAEUS, ONE OF WHICH IS SOMETHING LARGER THAN ABULLFINCH..... ANOTHER IS OF AN EXCEEDING BRIGHT
SCARLET COLOUR, THE WINGS AND TAIL BLACK....” (JOURNALS OF CAPT. JAVES COOK PAGE 602).



