Finch & C°

NEAPOLITAN PIQUE ET POSE GOLD AND MOTHER OF PEARL INLAID CASKET

AFINE NEAPOLITAN PIQUE ET POSE GOLD AND MOTHER OF PEARL INLAID CASKET
ATTRIBUTED TO THE STUDIO OF GENNARO SARAO
CIRCA1730-40
SIZE: 15CMHIGH, 17.5CMWIDE, 14CMDEEP — 6 INS HIGH, 7 INS WIDE, 52 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

THE TECHNIQUE OF PIQUE IN TORTOISESHELL SPREAD THROUGHOUT EUROPE IN THE 17TH AND 18TH CENTURIES, BUT
THE MOST BEAUTIFUL WORK CAVE FROMNAPLES. IN AUGUST 1683 THE DUKE OF GRAVINAPAID 3 DUCATS TO MATTEO DE
TURRIS FOR A‘TABACI TARTARUGA TO MAKE HIMAFINE INLAID BOX CALLED ‘TARTARUGAL’ THESE NEAPOLITAN
CRAFTSMEN CO-OPERATED WITH THE MAKERS OF MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS AND CLOCKS, AND WITH CABINETMAKERS,
WHEN THEIR SKILLS WERE REQUIRED. THE THREE MOST NOTABLE NEAPOLITAN CRAFTSMEN OF THE PERIOD WERE
NICOLAS DE TURRIS, GIUSEPPE GENNARO SARAO AND ANTONIO LAURENTIS WHO WAS APPOINTED GOLDSMTH TO THE
COURT OF NAPLES IN 1747. ALL THREE CRAFTSMEN WERE MEMBERS OF THE ‘TABACI TARTARUGA.



