Finch & C°

LARGE SAILORS SCRIMSHAW SPERM WHALE TOOTH

ALARGE SAILORS SCRIMSHAW SPERMWHALE TOOTH
ETCHED WITH APORTRAIT OF ANAKED MAIDEN PROBABLY DEPICTING LADY GODIVAWITH HER LONG FLOWING HAIR
AVERICAN OR ENGLISH
CIRCA 1850 - 60
SIZE: 16CMHIGH, 11CMWDE - 6% INS HIGH, 474 INS WIDE

LITERATURE

UNDERSTANDABLY WOMEN OF ALL KINDS WERE A FAVOURITE SUBJECT FOR THE SCRIMSHANDER.
SOMETIMES THEY WERE DRAVWN FREELANCE, BUT IT IS GENERALLY ACCEPTED THAT THE BEST EXAVPLES OF FIGURAL
SCRIMSHAW ARE COPIED FROMPICTURE AND PRINT SOURCES. THESE WERE OFTEN ILLUSTRATIONS IN APOPULAR
MAGAZINE OR AFRONTISPIECE OF ABOOK. THE IMAGE WAS TRANSFERRED ONTO THE TOOTH BY THE PINPRICK METHOD.
THE WHALE-MAN WOULD SECURELY ATTACH THE PICTURE TO THE TOOTH AND WITH ASAL NEEDLE HE WOULD
PUNCTURE THE IMAGE THROUGH THE PAPER ONTO THE IVORY. ALTERNATIVELY ONLY THE PAPER WOULD BE PRICKED
AND THEN PENCIL DOTS WOULD BE USED TO TRANSFER THE IMAGE TO THE TOOTH.



