Finch & C°

A CARVED CELTIC STONE HEAD
AMAGNIFICENT CARVED CELTIC STONE HEAD PROBABLY NORTHERN BRITISH

WITH ATYPICAL DOWN CURVED MOUSTACHE AND SPECTACLED EYES

1ST - 2ND CENTURY AD

AMAGNIFICENT CARVED CELTIC STONE HEAD PROBABLY NORTHERN BRITISH

WITH ATYPICAL DOWN CURVED MOUSTACHE AND SPECTACLED EYES

1ST-2ND CENTURY AD

SIZE: 24CMHIGH — 9%2 INS HIGH

40CMHIGH — 15% INS HIGH (INCLUDING BASE)

SEE: FINCH AND CO CATALOGUE NO. 11, ITEMNO. 44, FOR ANOTHER CELTIC STONE HEAD



LITERATURE

BRUCE CHATWIN HAS BECOME SOMEWHAT OF ALITERARY CULT FIGURE. HAVING LEFT MARLBOROUGH COLLEGE IN 1958
HE WORKED AS APORTER IN THE WORKS OF ART DEPARTMENT AT SOTHEBY'S IN LONDON WHERE HE QUICKLY ROSE TO
BECAVE THEIR EXPERT ON IMPRESSIONIST ART. AFTER ASUCCESSFUL CAREER IN THE ANTIQUITIES AND
IMPRESSIONIST PICTURE DEPARTMENT HE ESTABLISHED HIMSELF AS ATRAVEL WRITER. HIS PASSION FOR TRAVELLING
INTENSIFIED DURING HIS TWENTIES AFTER AVISIT TO THE SUDAN WHERE HE BECAVE FASCINATED BY THE NOMADIC
TRIBES AND TRIED TO ADOPT THEIR WAY OF LIFE. HE WORKED AS AJOURNALIST FOR THE SUNDAY TIMES MAGAZINE AND
WROTE ANUNMBER OF BOOKS BASED ON HIS TRAVELS INCLUDING 'IN PATAGONIA WHICH WON THE 1977 HAWTHORNDEN
PRIZE AND THE E MFORSTER AWARD. HE CONTINUED TO WRITE SEVERAL OTHER HIGHLY REGARDED TRAVEL BOOKS

AND NOVELS UNTIL HIS PREMATURE DEATH IN 1989.

THE SYMBOL OF THE SEVERED HUMAN HEAD IS AS REPRESENTATIVE OF THE CELTIC RELIGION AS IS THE CROSS IN
CHRISTIAN CONTEXTS. FROM THE HUMAN SKULLS FOUND IN CELTIC HILL FORTS IT IS KNOWN THAT THE HEAD SERVED
AS AMLITARY TROPHY TESTIFYING TO THE PROWESS OF THE CELTIC WARRIOR. THE POWERS BELIEVED TO BE
INHERENT IN THE HEAD WERE THOUGHT TO ACT PROTECTIVELY AND KEEP EVIL FROM THE FORTRESS AND COMVUNITY
WHILST ENSURING CONTINUING POSITIVE LUCK AND SUCCESS.

PROVENANCE
EXBRUCE CHATWIN (1940 — 1989)

EXSIMON SAINSBURY COLLECTION, THE ESTATE SOLD AT AUCTION 2008



