
FINE AND RARE ANTIQUE ARCTIC NARWHAL TUSK
A FINE AND RARE ANTIQUE ARCTIC NARWHAL TUSK 

19TH CENTURY 
SIZE: 132CM HIGH (OVERALL) - 52 INCHES HIGH (OVERALL)

 
LITERATURE

THE DANISH KING FREDERICK III WHO RULED FROM 1648 TO 1670 POSSESSED A TINY BOAT MADE OF NARWHAL TUSK,
BUT BELIEVED TO BE OF UNICORN'S HORN AND THEREFORE ABLE TO DETECT THE PRESENCE OF POISON. MADE IN THE
MID 1660'S BY JACOB JENSEN NORDMAND WHO RELATES IN HIS AUTOBIOGRAPHY: 'IN AUGUST I MADE FOR HIS MAJESTY A

BOAT OF UNICORN BOUND IN GOLD. THE ANCHOR ON IT WAS ALSO MADE OF GOLD, THE SAILS WERE OF UNICORN AS
THIN AS EGGSHELL. IT CAN FLOAT IN A GOBLET OF WINE, FOLLOWING A MAGNET WHEREVER ONE DESIRES.' IN THE

LITTLE BOAT'S PROW WAS SET A PIECE OF IRON SO THAT WITH A MAGNET ONE COULD DRAW THE BOAT AROUND THE
WINE GOBLET. THIS MAGICAL MINIATURE SAILBOAT CAN STILL BE SEEN IN ROSENBERG CASTLE IN COPENHAGEN.

ALL NARWHAL TUSKS ARE LEFT SPIRALLED AND SOMETIMES, ON VERY RARE OCCASIONS, TWO TUSK NARWHALS OCCUR
AND ARE ALMOST ALWAYS FEMALE. HOWEVER, IN THE 1960'S OFF THE COAST OF GREENLAND A NARWHAL WAS NOTICED
WITH THREE TUSKS. IT HAD TWO LONG AND SOLID TUSKS WHICH WERE THE SAME IN LENGTH AND SHAPE WHILST THE
THIRD WAS SLIM AND LOCATED BESIDE THE LEFT TOOTH. THIS UNUSUAL ANIMAL WAS SEEN ON TWO SUCCESSIVE DAYS
SURROUNDED BY SEVERAL OTHER PROTECTIVE MALES, AND WAS SO DISTINCT THAT NO DOUBT EXISTED ABOUT THE

OBSERVATION OF ITS THREE SPIRALLING TUSKS.

 


