
ANCIENT EGYPTIAN CARVED WOODEN FOOT
A LIFE SIZE ANCIENT EGYPTIAN CARVED WOODEN FOOT FROM A TOMB FIGURE OR FUNERARY STATUE 

TRACES OF RED POLYCHROME TO THE SIDE
19TH DYNASTY – CIRCA 1250BC

SIZE: 16.5CM HIGH, 23CM LONG, 8.5CM WIDE – 6½ INS HIGH, 9 INS LONG, 3¼ INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

DESPITE THE FERTILITY OF THE NILE VALLEY TIMBER WAS ALWAYS A PRECIOUS COMMODITY IN ANCIENT EGYPT. THE
TAMARISK AND SYCAMORE FIG WERE BOTH USED FOR CARVING INTO STATUARY AS WELL AS FOR MAKING COFFINS,

ALTHOUGH THE BEST COFFINS WERE MADE FROM IMPORTED CEDAR WOOD FROM THE LEBANON.
UNDERSTANDABLY, COMPARATIVELY LITTLE WOOD SCULPTURE REMAINS FROM ANCIENT EGYPT. MOSTLY IGNORED BY
TOMB ROBBERS, THE LOCATION SOMETIMES SHELTERED THE WOOD SCULPTURES FROM THE RAVAGES OF FUNGUS,

INSECTS AND THE ELEMENTS, UNTIL THEIR DISCOVERY BY ARCHAEOLOGISTS.
FIGURE SCULPTURES MADE AS FUNERARY STATUES OR GUARDIAN FIGURES FOR TOMBS WERE ONCE PLASTERED AND

PAINTED AND SOMETIMES GILDED AND INLAID WITH GLASS, IVORY AND GEM STONES. THE CAREFULLY MADE WOOD JOINS
WOULD BE HIDDEN BY THE DECORATION AND OCCASIONALLY THEY WERE CLOTHED.

 


